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Preface 
Looking back at your past time of speaking English or your latest conversation with a 

foreigner, did you encounter any of the following problems: so embarrassed that you were 
empty-minded? thinking of many aspects but not knowing which one to begin with? knowing 
the answer but unable to express it in English fluently? 

31 High-scoring Formulas to Answer the IELTS Speaking Questions can help IELTS candi
dates solve the problems of "not knowing what to say" and "not knowing how to say it" in 
the Speaking test. These 31 high-scoring formulas are designed based on effective strategies 
to deal with actual IELTS Speaking test questions. They cover nearly all topics in the real 
Speaking test. Mastering them enables the candidates to answer every question naturally and 
confidently in order to get the highest score possible at their level of proficiency. 

Take one common question in the IELTS Speaking test as an example, "How often do you 
play sports?" So many candidates would answer "Yes, I play sports every day." The answer 
may sound grammatically correct, but it fails to earn them a decent score on the IELTS Speak
ing test. In fact, with this type of question, it is expected that candidates would apply the order 
of forming responses similar to the following model: 

Step 1: Forming the answer 

* Say how frequently you do the activity the examiner asks you about. 
* Explain why you do it that frequently. 

Step 2: Applying language skills to elicit the answer 

* Use a range of different adverbs of frequency correctly. 
I play badminton very often. 
I never go skiing. 

If candidates follow the recommended steps of forming the answer, their responses will be 
more coherent and well structured. Based on this high-scoring formula, an expected response 
may be "I play sports a few times a week. Usually I play basketball with my friends, but 
sometimes I play football instead. I think team sports are a great way to socialise and keep 
fit." Compared to the answer "Yes, I play sports every day," this response is clearly richer 
and more detailed in content, and more accurate and natural in using language expressions. 

Once you have mastered this high-scoring formula, all questions which start with "How 
often ... ?" will be solved easily. For example, "How often do you eat in restaurants?, How 
often do you go for a long walk?, How often do you take public transport?", etc. 

Just in the same manner, a good grasp of 31 essential high-scoring formulas in this book 
can allow candidates to answer every IELTS Speaking test question with confidence and great 
effectiveness. 
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Overview of the IEL TS Speaking Test 

The IELTS Speaking test is divided into 3 parts: 

Part 1 

Part 1 lasts for 4-5 minutes. The examiner will ask you some familiar questions about your 
hometown, family, hobbies, acquaintances, etc. You are supposed to answer the questions 
briefly and accurately, along with specific examples. 

Part 1 aims to test the candidate's ability to discuss familiar topics and use simple English 
grammar. 

Part 2 

Part 2 lasts between 3 and 4 minutes. The examiner will ask you to give a personal mono
logue about a certain topic for 1-2 minutes. You will be given a cue card on which there are 
points you should cover. You have 1 minute for preparation; meanwhile, you will be provided 
with a pen and paper to jot down some main ideas. 

Part 2 aims to test the ability of speaking in long turns. 

6 www.nhantriviet.com 



Part 3 
In Part 3 of the IELTS Speaking test, which lasts 4-5 minutes, you will participate in a 

discussion with the examiner based on the topic in Part 2. You should express and support 
your opinion clearly, as well as show your skills of using English in discussing various topics 
in depth. 

Part 3 aims to test the candidate's ability to express personal interpretations of argumenta
tive issues and to discuss them in detail. 
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How to Use 31 High-scoring Formulas 
to Answer the IEL TS Speaking Questions 

Structure of the Book 

This book can be used eithedor self-study or as in-class training material. 31 High-scoring 
Formulas to Answer the IELTS Speaking Questions consists of 3 parts corresponding to the 
IELTS Speaking test components. 

Part 1: 20 high-scoring formulas for IELTS Speaking Test Part One 

Part 2: 4 high-scoring formulas for IELTS Speaking Test Part Two 

Part 3: 7 high-scoring formulas for IELTS Speaking Test Part Three 
, 

Each formula consists of 2 sections: Answer order and Language steps. Answer order shows 
you "what to say", which indicates the logic of an answer needed for a speaking test question 
type; and Language steps show you "how to say it", which includes detailed vocabulary and 
grammar you need to communicate your ideas. 

Learning Strategies 
It is recommended that you follow the order of content presented in this book, starting 

with the basic and easier content first to set a firm base for your speaking skill. To maximise 
your learning results, consider these following steps: 

1. Clearly understand the purposes and content of each chapter. After every chapter, check to 
see whether you have achieved what is intended for that chapter. 

2. Master both Answer order and Language steps. Through Answer order, learn how to think 
logically like natives to plan your answers; through Language steps, learn the vocabulary and 
grammar needed for your answers. 

3. Acquire new vocabulary by doing the vocabulary exercises and using these words into prac
tical conversation. 

4. Read the model answers and note down how important words and structures are used in 
context. 

5. Study the explanation of model examples and practise with extensive exercises for more 
accurate expressions and richer answers. 

6. Work through the material with your friends, if possible. You all can ask and answer in turn 
to practise the high-scoring formulas. 
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Formula 1 

Do you prefer X to. Y? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for Do you prefer X to Y? type questions. 

Do you prefer writing letters or sending emails? 
Do you prefer talking on the phone or chatting online? 
Do you prefer to travel by bike or on foot? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you Do you prefer X to Y? type questions, you must: 

Language steps 

1. Master prefer + verb-ing 
I prefer walkjn.g. 

and prefer + to verb. 
I prefer to walk., 

2. Use comparatives of convenience or greater benefit like a native speaker. 
Travelling by bus is faster them g0ing by car. 

www.nhantl.iviet.com 
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Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on the next page more thoroughly. 

convenient adjective 
fitting in well with a person's needs Is it convenient for you to meet 
or plans . Friday afternoon? 

in factj really (usually used before Many people think that philoso-

actually adverb 
a slightly surprising statement) phy is really boring, but it's actu-

ally quite fascinating when you 
start finding out about it. 

to get into a situation when you We got stuck in traffic for hours 
cannot move easily (It can be used and so we missed our plane. 

get stuck in an abstract or a specific situation. 
It is often used when you cannot 
move in a: traffic jam.) 

a lot of vehicles very close together Traffic jams are usually just caused 
so that they cannot move by the amount of cars on the road, 

traffic jam rather than by accidents. This is 
why there are always traffic jams 
during rush hour. 

all the different types of transport: Although a car is probably the most 
cars, buses, trains, the subway, popular means of transport, it is 

means of planes, etc. not very suitable for modern li fe in 
transport cities, where they are too expen-

sive and there is not enough space 
to drive them. 

a small image used in chat rooms Whenever I make a joke about 
online by users to indicate different somebody while I am on the In- . 

smiley noun 
emotions (It can also be sent by ternet and I worry that somebody 
mobile phone or email. Example: might get angry, I just put a smiley 
@) at the end of my message to show 

I was only joking. 

adjectlve/ 
on the Internet I won't Jet my child surf the Web; 

online there are too many dangerous and 
adverb 

dirty things online. 

describing somebody who likes Mark isn't a very sociable person at 

sociable adjective 
meeting new people or spending all; he hardly ever goes out to have 
time with people fun and spends all his time alone in 

his room playing computer games. 
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Part One 

Model answers 
Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 

Language step I Prefer 

Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the verb prefer. 

Alice I prefer cycling to travelling by bus... ] 

David Generally, I prefer chatting online ... 
~'"-------~ 

Obviously, the first thing you need to tell the examiner for this type of question is whether 
you prefer X or Y. Prefer can be followed by either verb-ing or to verb. 

Notice in the examples below that prefer + verb-ing can be followed by either to or 
rather than, but prefer + to verb can only be followed by rather than. 

prefer + verb-ing + to / rather than + verb-ing 
I prefer cycling to t:akjng the bus. 
I prefer eating to cookjng. 
I prefer bal{jn.g cakes at home rather than buying them in shops. 
I prefer reading a newspaper rather than watching TV. 

prefer + to verb + rather than + verb 
I prefer to cycle rather than tak§ the bus. 
I prefer to eat rather than cool?, 
I pref er to ba/~ cakes at home rather than bLtV them in shops. 
I prefer to read a newspaper rather than watch TV. 

Both these forms are correct, and mean exactly the same. 
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dJ Exercise 1.1: Error Correction 
Some of the sentences below are incorrect, some are correct. Identify the incorrect sentences 
and write the correct sentences in the spaces provided. 

1. I prefer to go to the cinema to watch DVDs at home. 

2. My sister prefers writing letters to write emails. 

3. I prefer to talk with friends on the phone rather than using emails. 

4. I much prefer to live in a town rather than a big city. 

5. My mother prefers shopping at the market more than in supermarkets. 

6. My friends generally prefer to send text messages to talking on the phone. 

Language step 2 Comparatives 
Let's look again at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the comparatives. 

Alice ... Cycling is so much more convenient than taking the bus if you're not travelling 
too far. Actually, it's often faster to go by bike because you don't get stuck in 
traffic jams! Cycling is also better for my health than all other means of transport, 
including buses. 

David .. .I nearly always find that chatting online can be more sociable as you can speak to 
more than one person at the same time. Also, chatting online is often much more 
fun because you can send smileys, photos and even videos! 

Mter you have told the examiner whether you prefer X or Y, you should compare them, 
so it's very important to use comparatives correctly. 

16 

To form the comparative of an adjective, you should: 

add -er if the adjective is one syllable long. 
add -ier if the adjective has two syllables and ends in -yo 
add more before the adjective ifit has two or more syllables. 
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Part One 

Look at the table below to see how these rules work. 

large 

fast 

slow 

larger 

fasteI! 

slower 

heavy 

pretty 

ugly 

heavier 

. prettier 

uglier 

comfortable more comfortable 

'fashionable more fashionable 

useful more useful 

When you compare X and Y, you should use one of the following comparative structures: 

X + be + comparative + than + Y 
Watching TV is more interesting than listening to the radio. 
Cars are prettier than buses. 

X + be + not as + adjective + as + Y 

Listening to the radio is not as interesting as watching TV. 
Buses are not as pretty as cars. 

IdJ Exercise 1.2: Multiple Ch~ice 
Choose the correct answers to complete the sentences below. 

1. My mother prefers to eat a~ home rather than eat in restaurants because she says it's __ 
__ for one's health. 

A. more better B. best C. better 

2. I think that I prefer student life to working life because we are allowed to be 

our attitude and express ourselves more. 
A. more creativity B. more creative C. creativer 

in 

3. Most people prefer taking the airport express light railway to taking a taxi to the airport 

because it is 
A. much quicker B. more quick C. more quicker 
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4. I prefer to go to parties with friends rather than with family - partying with friends is so 

much 
A. exciting 

because I can drink wine and let my hair downl 
B. excitinger C. more exciting 

5. To be honest, I prefer travelling to work by bus rather than by foot because it's 
A. easier B. more easy C. more easier 

6. I don't like taking the subway - it's definitely as the bus. 
A. more comfortable than B. less comfortable C. not as comfortable 

7. For me, sending text messages is sending emails. 
A. funnel' than B. more fun than C. not as fun 

8. I prefer studying to working because I feel ____ and ____ when I study. 

A. freer; more independent 
B. more free; more independent 
C. freer; independent 

Extra language point Discourse Markers 
Let's take a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use discourse markers 
in their answers. 

Alice ... Cycling is so much more convenient than taking the bus if you're not travelling 
too far. Actually, it's often faster to go by bike because .. . 

David .. .I nearly always find that chatting online can be more sociable as you can speak to 
more than one person at the same time. Also, chatting online is often much more 
fun because .. . 

One reason why Alice's and David's answers are so good is that both candidates put extra 
little words (called discourse markers) into their answers in a very native way. 

Try to use the following words and expressions more often when you speak English, as 
they will help make you sound more like a native speaker: 

actually lin fact 

Actually and in fact are very often used by native speakers to introduce something that 
may be surprising or that slightly changes what was being said before. 

It is actually a lot cheaper to go to that supermarket. 
111 fact , public buses are a lot more environmentally friendly than many people think. 
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Part One 

needless to say 

Needless to say is another way of saying obviously or everybody knows that. " without 
sounding rude or arrogant. 

I like eating lots of cakes, but needless to say, that will make me fat. 
He's done very badly in his exams, so needless to say, he won't get into university this year. 

also/in addition 

Also and in addition are used to add extra or further information. 
I'm a very sociable person. I prefer team sports such as basketball and football and in add

ition , I like going to English club with my friends. 
I prefer cycling rather than driving a car because it helps me keep fit; in addition, it's better 

for the environment and it's also cheaper! 

besides 

Besides at the beginning of a phrase means as well as, whereas at the beginning of a 
clause it means anyway. 

Besides watching TV and talking to my friends, I can relax while travelling on the subway. 
I like riding a bike as it's a very convenient way to travel. Besides, it's cheap and I can't 

afford a car. 

IdJ Exercise 1.3: Gap Fill 
Write the words and expressions below in the correct spaces. 

',' .(. 

, " 

1. ____ , writing emails is a lot cheaper than mailing letters. 

2. I prefer to eat at home rather than eat in restaurants. 

3. Writing letters is a more personal way to communicate. , I like writing by hand. 
4. I prefer watching TV to going to the cinema because ____ being cheaper, it's __ 

more comfortable. 

5. Many people think it's dangerous to travel by aeroplane but 

safest means of transport available. ' 

www.nhantl.iviet.com 
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Formula 2 

What do you usually/normally do? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for What do you usually/normally do? type 
questions. 

What do. you do on an average day? 
What is your normal daily routine? 
Can you describe your typical day? 
What do you usually do on weekends? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you What do you usually/normally do? type questions, you must: 

20 

Language steps 
1. Use adverbs of frequency liI<e a native speaker to show how frequently or infrequently 

you do things. 
I often meet up with my, classmates. 
I sometimes go shopping. 

2. -Use the present simple tense & times of day correctly for general habits. 
I ride my bike every day at 2 o'clock. 
We have dinner together in the evening. 

3. Show that you can use one or two common sequence markers. 
Before class starts we talk. 
We then go to bed. 
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Part One 

Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on the next page more thoroughly. 

Native 
Speaker Word 

routine 

schedule 

review 

meet up with 
somebody 

corridor 

gossip 

regular 

sharp 

overtime 

hang out with 
somebody 

noun 

noun 

verb 

noun 

verb 

adjective 

adverb 

adverb/ 
noun 

www.nhantrivi et.com 

something or a number of 
things you normally do as a 
habit 

an organised or personal list 
of things that need or must be 
done at certain times 

to go over; to revise; to cas-
ually look at to refresh one's 
memory 

to meet somebody by 
appointment 

a passage inside a building 
that people walk along to get 
to different areas or roams 

to talk openly about the lives 
of other people or to reveal 
personal or interesting. facts 
about other people 

similar, usually the same, 
with little change 

exactly at the time said, not 
later or earlier at all 

beyond the usual time; extra 
time spent atvvork 

to spend time with somebody, 
usually friends or family 
(informal) 

I wake up, clean my teeth, get dressed, then 
read the morning paper while drinking a 
cup of coffee - that's my usual morning 
routine .. 

You want to have a meeting? Let me look 
at my schedule for next week ... OK, I can 
fit you in about 3 o'clock. 

Flashcards are a great way to review vocabu-
lary and native speaker expressions - you 
can look at them to refresh your memory 
of the things you cover in your lessons. 

I like to meet up with friends for drinks on 
Friday night after work. We often go to it 
quiet local bar and play cards. 

I always get lost in my university. There are 
so many long corridors and so many class-
rooms - they all look the samel 

Be careful what you say to Mr. Power. He 
always gossips about all the people in the 
office. If you want to keep a secret, don't 
tell him about itl 

I think my parents' eating habits are too 
regular; on Mondays they have fish, Tues-
days they have chicken, Wednesday is soup 
... every week is exactly the same! 

You are late! I told you to be here at 8 
o'clock sharp and it's now 8:05. 

Many workers in developed countries 
refuse to work overtime if it is not paid. 

I love hanging out with my friends on the 
weekend. We go shopping, go to the cin-
ema, play badminton and sometimes go 
dancing. 
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Model answers 
Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 

Language step 1 Adverbs of Frequency 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use adverbs of frequency. 

Alice Well, usually I wake up around 8 a.m. I always have a cup of coffee while I 
review my study notes over breakfast. Then I normall,)!, ride my bike to school, 
apart from in winter, when it's way too cold. Before class starts, I often meet up 
with my classmates in the corridor and we gossip a bit about life and school. 
Mter school, I always go straight home and then start on my homework while 
my mum cooks me dinner. I usually go to bed at about 10 p.m. 

David .. .I alwG,)!s wake up jl:1st after 7 in the morning, then eat my breakfast on the way 
to the subway station. I get to work at 8 o'clock sharp, and usually work until 5, 
sometimes I work overtime until 7 or 8. Mter I get home, I l1ormalf.y eat dinner 
with my wife ... 

You must use adverbs of frequency well in your test, and if you can master using a var
iety of different adverbs offrequency, it will make your English more interesting and much 
more like a native speaker. 

Let's look at two different kinds of adverbs offrequency. 
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Adverbs that go after the subject and before the verb 

always 

I always go out partying every night when I'm on holiday. 

often 

She often goes running after class. 

never 

She never rides her bike in winter. 

almost never 

We almost never go out dancing. 

rarely 

He rarely eats rice. 

hardly ever 

She hardly ever exercises. 

Adverbs that can go before or after the subject 

usually 

Usua lly I wake up around 8 a.m. 
I usually wake up around 8 a.m. 

normally 

Normally I help my mum with the cooking. 
I normally help my mum with the cooking. 

sometimes 

We sometimes go shopping. 
Sometimes we go shopping. 

IdJ Exercise 2.1: Word Order 
Rewrite the sentences belbw in the correct order. 

1. eat/l/buns/steamed/usually 

2. never III almostl exercise I do 
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Part One 
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3. gets/hardly/ever /home/ early /he 

4. she/novels/never/reads 

5. always/my /bike/rides/ a/father 

6. lunch/read/magazine/ during/II a/ sometimes 

7. I/parents/with/watch/my /TV /normally 

8. play /1/ computer /rarely / games 

9. weekend / cycling / often / the / go / on / I 

Language step 2 The Present Simple & Times of Day 
Let's look again at Alice's and David's answers to see how they use the present simple tense 
and times of day. 

24 

Alice Well, usually I wakg up around 8 a.m. I always have a cup of coffee while I review 
my study notes over brealifast. Then I normally ride my bike to school, apart 
from in winter, when it's way too cold. Before class starts , I often meet up with,my 
classmates in the corridor and we gossip a bit about life and SC11001. Mer school, I 
always go straight home and then start on my homework while my mum coo~ me 
dinner. I usually gv to bed at about 10 p.m. 

David During the week, I have a very regular schedule because of my job. I always wakg 
up just after 7 in tbe morning, then eat my breakfast on the way to the subway sta
tion. I get to work at 8 o'clocf{,sbarp, and usually work. u71til5, s~metimes I work., 
overtime until 7 or 8. After I get home, I normally eat dinner with my wife and 
after that either hang out with friends or watch TV before going to bed at about 11 . 

The present simple is used to describe what we do every day or very frequently: 

I get up at 7: 3 0 in the morning. 
She often goes to the movies. 
They eat noodles for lunch. 
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Part One 

The present simple is often used together with times of day, so make sure you are aware 
of the following: 

at + hour + o'clock 
My mum makes me go to bed at 10 o'clock, 
I get up at 6 o'clocl{, 

at + dawn/noon/midnight 
I never get up at dawn . 
I always eat lunch at noon. 

at + hour + a.m. lin the morning 
I usually wake up at 8 a.m. 
I usually wake up at 8 in the morning. 

at + hour + p.m. lin the afternoon/evening 
My father often comes home at 9 p. m. 
My father often comes home at 9 in the evening. 

at / on the weekend 
I normally just relax at the wee~l1.d. 

I normally just relax on the wee~nd. 

ItjJ Exercise 2.2: Gap Fill 
Write the words and phrases below in the correct spaces. 

Recently I've been very lazy. I pretty late, around 10 a.m., and take a long 

time over breakfast. I usually television while I my breakfast, then I 

with friends and football in the street. I go back home 

and lunch with my family, then I go out again in the evening and 
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my mates. After that I normally 

movies. 

in bed till the early hours of the morning and 

IdJ Exercise 2.3: Error Correction 
Identify the mistakes in the following sentences and write the correct sentences in the spaces 
provided. 

1. I often go to my sister's house for lunch in the weekend. 

2. On holiday, I usually get up 10 a.m. in the morning. 

3. I always go for a jog on the evening, when it is cool. 

4. Normally, I go to bed at 11 p.m. o'clock. 

5. I try to have lunch in noon. 

6. I leave for work on 6 a.m. o'clock. 

Extra language point Sequence Markers 
Lds take a look at how Alice and David use sequence markers in their answers. 

Alice Well, usually I wake \!lp around 8 a.m .. :tben I normally ride my bike to school, 
apart from in winter, when it's way too cold. Before class starts,' I often meet up 
with my classmates in the corridor and we gossip a bit about life and school. After 
school, I always go straight home and then start 011 my homework while my mum' 
cooks me dinner ... 

David .. .I always wake up just after, 7 in the morning, then eat my breakfast on the way 
to the subway station .. .After I get hoine, I normally eat dinner with my wife and 
after that either hang out with friends or watch TV before going to bed at about 
11. , 

To talk about your usual or normal routine, you should use sequence markers. These 
help you logically link the different activities that you do together and also make things 
much clearer for the listener. 
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Remind yourself of the following sequence markers: 

before 
then 
after (activity) 
after that 

IdJ Exercise 2.4: Gap Fill & Ordering 

Part One 

Write the words and phrases below in the correct spaces and then order the sentences A-D 
in the order that they occur. 

A. I have something to eat. I rarely have a very big breakfast. 

B. , I come home and take a quick shower. 

C. On Sundays, I normally get up fairly early and have a run in the local park 

anything else. 

D. , I throw some really comfortable clothes on. 
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Formula 3 

Aims 

What do you like to do 
(in your spare time)? 

In this lesson you'll master the Formula for What do you like to do (in your spare time)? 
type questions. 

What do you like to do in your spare time? 
What do you like to do when you are on holidays? 
What do you like to do when you are not working? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you What do you like to do (in your spare time)? type questions, 
you must: 

28 

Language steps 

1. Use either enjoy l Uke + verb-ing or like + to verb. 
I li~ studying English. 
I li~ to study English. 

2. Use one or two native speaker ways to say I like. 
I'm quite into playing guitar. 
I'm really ~en on studying English. 

3. Use sO,me adjectives of positive feeling to show the degrees of your interest. 
I like playing football. It's exciting. 
I'm quite into learning new languages. I find it fascinating. 
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Part One 

Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on the next page more thoroug~y. 

Native 
Speaker Word 

be quite into 
something 

movie/film 

hip-hop 

gig 

be keen on 
something 

novel 

shott story 

every so often 

stimulating 

noun 

noun 

noun 

noun 

adjective 
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to be keen on something ("Qyite 
into" is a war of expressing that 
you have a strong interest in 
something.) 

a story told by using sound and 
moving pictures, shown at a 
cinema (UK: film, US: movie) 

a type of music with a strong beat 
that usually involves rapping, not 
singing to music 

(informal) a single musical 
performance by an individual 
ora band 

to be very interested in something 

a long story about imaginary 
people and events 

a shott story about imaginary 
people and events 

sometimes; not very often 

describing something that makes 
you feel enthusiastic and full of 
ideas 

Example Sentence 

He goes to concerts all the time. He's 
quite into music. 

The film Titanic is extremely popular 
with some people, but I don't really 
like 'romantic movies. 

Eminem is one of the most famous 
hip-hop stars. 

For me, gigs aren't worth going to; 
you have to buy expensive tickets, 
spend a long time getting there, and 
the performance is usually worse than 
the band's CD. 

My father's recently become keen , on 
photography, so he's bought an expen-
sive digital camera and spends a lot of 
time taking photos of everything. 

I think the Harry Potter novels are 
fantastic. 

I often buy those small magazines with 
short stories in them and read them on 
the subway on my way to work. 

Although I come from England, I only 
eat spicy food every so often. 

Students only need to talk to Profes-
sor Smith for a while and then they're 
suddenly bursting with ideas - he's so 
stimulating. 

29 



Model answers 
Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 

Language step 1 Like & Enjoy 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the verbs like and enjoy. 

Alice Well, I have lots of hobbies I li~ to do in my spare time. I'm very interested in 
studying English and I'm also quite into movies - sometimes I combine these two 
interests by watching British or American films. What I particularly enjoy doing, 
though, is playing football - it's so exciting! . 

David I work really hard during the day so in the evening, I Ii~ to relax and unwind. 
I'm a big fan of hip-hop and rock music, and I li~ banging out with friends and 
watching gigs .. .. 

Like and enjoy are two very common verbs that you need to master to do well in your 
IELTS test. 

Like 
Notice that David uses like in two different ways to say the same thing. 

like + to verb 
I li~ to relax. 

like + verb-ing 
I likf! hanging out with friends. 
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Part One 

Enjoy 

enjoy + verb-ing 
I really enjoy playing' tennis. 

If you or the interviewer has already mentioned an activity, and you continue to discuss 
that activity, you can refer to that activity as it. For example: 

I really enjoy studying English. It is fun. 

In the second sentence, it refers back to studying English. Use it when you are sure that 
both you and the person you are speaking to are talking about the same thing. Remember, if 
what you were talking about before was plural, you must say they instead of it. For example: 

I like watching football matches - they are so exciting. 

dJ Exercise 3.1: Error Correction 
Each of the sentences below has at least one mistake. Identify the mistakes and write the 
correct sentences in the spaces provided. 

1. When I'm not working, I really enjoy to cycle in the countryside outside my city. They are a 

very healthy and exciting pastime. 

2. I really like to getting involved in team sports. It is particularly good for building up 

co-operative skills and healthy competition. 

3. I especially liking to spend my free time sleeping and being lazy in my dormitory. 

4. My friends and I are really keen on play computer games. It is a really good way to spend an 

evening. 

5. I enjoy to take part in martial arts like kung fu; they can keep you fit and make you strong! 

6. She enjoys go out to bars on weekends and hang out with friends. 
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Language step 2 Native Speaker Ways to Say I Like 
Let's look again at how the two candidates, Alice and David, express the idea I like. 

Alice Well, I have lots of hobbies I like to do in my spare time. I'm ve7Y interested in 
studying English and I'm also quite into movies - sometimes I combine these two 
interests by watching British or American films ... 

David I work really hard during the day so in the evening, I like to relax and unwind. 
I'm a bigfan of hip. hop and rock music~ and I like hanging out with friends and 
watching gigs. I'm also ~en on reading novels and short stories ... ' 

Let's look at the structures for these native speaker ways to say you like something: 

I'm quite into + activity/hobby 
I'm quite into playing tennis - I get very excited about it. 

I'm a big fan of + activity / ho bby 
I'm a bigfan of guitar music - I often go to concerts. 

I'm keen on + activity/hobby 
I'm really kgen on going to eat in Thai restaurants. I love Thai food. 

I'm interested in + activity/hobby 
I'm velY interested in law; I'm always reading about the latest laws and legal cases. 

'1dJ Exercise 3.2: Word Order 
Rewrite the sentences below in the correct order. 

1. quite / on / detective / into / stories / I'm / TV / watching 

2. of/fan / comedies / huge / a / romantic / she's 

3. interested / I'm / latest/ in / fashions / extremely / the 

4. very / dancing/he's/with/ at/ clubs/ on/friends/keen 
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Part One 

Language step 3 Adjectives of Positive Feeling 
Let's take a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use adjectives of posi
tive feeling. 

Alice Well, I have lots of hobbies I like to do in my spare time. I'm velY interested in 
studying English and I'm also quite into movies - sometimes I combine these two 
interests by watching British or American films. What I particularly enjoy doing, 
though, is playing football- it's so exciting! 

David ... I'm involved in a reading group at my university and every so often we get to
gether and discuss the latest books we've read over dinner - it's so stimu1ating to 
talk and hear different views about the books we've all read. 

To explain why you like doing something, you should use adjectives of positive feeling. 
It is often difficult for non-native speakers to use them correctly, and candidates frequently 
lose marks in the IELTS test because of this type of mistake. 

Adjectives of positive feeling come from stative verbs such as satisfy, bore and excite. 
There are two ways to turn this type of verb into adjectives of positive feeling. 

Use be + verb-ed when talking about the person who is experiencing the emotion: 
He is bored when he has nothing to do. 
She isfascinated by music. 
They are interested in playing football. 
I am satisfied with my lessons. 
The boy is excited when I give him food. 

Use be + verb-ing when talking about the thing that is causing the emotion: 
Football is boring. 
Music is f ascinating. 
Studying English is interesting. 
Seeing a concert is exciting. 
Eating a big dinner is satisfying. 

IdJ Exercise 3.3: Sentence Completion 
Complete the sentences below by writing the correct forms of the words in brackets. 

1. I really enjoy reading; a good book is so (satisfy). 
2. I think movies are (bore). 
3. My friends are all (excite) about the concert on Sunday. 
4. I love studying English. I'm (fascinate) by the grammar. 
5. I'm really (interest) in learning more about other countries. 

6. Julia finds her art classes incredibly (satisfy). 

www.nhantriviet.com 33 



Formula 4 

What do you dislike about X? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for What do you dislike about X? type questions. 

What do you dislike about parties? 
What don't you like about your job? 
What do you dislike about eating in restaurants? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you What do you dislike about X? type questiop,s, you must: 

Language steps 
" 

1. Use native speaker expressions of dislike. 
I'm not ~en 011 sports. 

2. Use native speaker degrees of dislike words and phrases. 
I absolutely hate going to the cinema. 

3. Use very much correctly to express the idea of dislike. 
I don't like basketball very much. 

, 
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Part One 

Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on the next page more thoroughly. 

Native 
Speaker Word 

stranger 

find oneself 
doing 
something 

superficial 

field 

line manager 

commute 

rush hour 

jam-packed 

noun 

adjective 

noun 

noun/verb 

adjective 
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Definition 

a person you don't know 

to suddenly realise that you 
are doing something 
unintentionally 

not deep or meaningful, very 
shallow, without much 
meaning 

an area of an activity, job or 
interest 

one's line manager is a man-
ager more senior than you to 
whom you are responsible for 
your work on a day-to-day basis 

the journey between one's 
workplace and home; to make 
thatjoumey 

the time in the mornings and' 
evenings when the roads and 
pavements are busy because 
most people are travelling to or 
from work 

full of things or people; very 
close together . 

Example Sentence 

Parents often tell small children not 
to talk to strangers as it can be 
dangerous. 

Tom says he hates rock music, but 
whenever his son plays a Rolling Stones 
song, he finds himself singing along. 

People who judge others by their clothes 
are very superficial. 

Although lots of university graduates 
would like to get into marketing, it's 
a very competitive field and only the 
very best candidates succeed. 

Sometimes, workers have to make com-
plaints about their line managers to the 
manager of the line managers, which 
can be very awkward. 

I would rather live in a smaller city so 
that I didn't have to spend so much 
time commuting to work every day. 

I never get the bus during rush hour 
because the traffic is so bad. If I need 
to go somewhere in the city, I do it 
betwee~ about 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

Beautiful beaches are often ruined dur
ing the summer because they are jam
packed with tourists. 
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Model answers 
Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 

Language step I Expressing Dislike 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, express the idea of dislike . 

. ·Alice Well, I generally enjoy the pa:rties ~ go to, bu~ there' are a f~ things. I don..'t li~. I 
don 't li1{~ all the ddnki~g that usually ~appens, and I'm not k¢en on meeting lots of 
new people at palTti~s ... ~. can't stand repeating ~y~elf and this ki.tld of conversation 
i~ very superficial... . 

David '· I,don't particularly lil& my job: F,n not i~terestedin the fIdd I work in, and I don't 
U~ my 'line manager or m.any of my colleagues very m~ch - they'.re all so. boring . 

. But 'what I a.bsolll'tely kate about mYJo,b is the comm~te... · 

Notice that Alice and David use a variety of phrases to talk naturally about things they 
don't like. You should also try to use a varied range of ways to say you dislike something. 
Here are some more expressions you should try to use: 

expression + noun 
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I don't lik~ parties. 
I don't enjoy music concert's . 
I'm not !?ten onfashion. 
I'm not really afan of music. 
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Part One 

I'm not interested in history. 
I hate Tv documentaries. 
I can't stand supermarl&ts. 

expression + verb-ing 
I don't 1iI& living in a big city. 
I don 't elY'oy watching television. 
I'm not l&en 0 11 reading about fashion. 
I'm not really afan of listening to live music. 
I'm not interested in learning about history. 
I hate watching TV documentaries. 
I can't stand going to the supermarket. 

I(jJ Exercise 4.1: Rephrasing 
Look at the sentences below and rewrite them in the spaces provided using the phrases in 
brackets. 

1. I don't like to travel a lot for work, but my boss makes me. (hate) 

2. I dislike formal parties where you have to look very smart and behave very well. 

(not keen on) 

3. I don't enjoy it when my manager criticises me in front of all my colleagues. (can't stand) 

4. Susan doesn't like English at all and she thinks it's a complete waste of time. 

(not interested in) 

5. I don't like to go to expensive restaurants. (not really a fan of) 

6. I don't like to watch TV soap operas. (don't enjoy) 

Language step 2 Expressing Degrees of Dislike 
Let's look again at how Alice and David express degrees of dislike. 

, Alice I cary 't stand repeating myself and this kind of c01'lversation is very superficiali you 
don't really get to know the person at all. 

David I don't particularly hks! my job ... But what I absolutely Hal'e about my job is the 
commute ... 
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There are many ways of saying you don't like something in English. Just saying I don't 
like ... all the time is boring for you and for your listener I 

Let's look at some ways to express degrees of dislike: 

I absolutely hate .. . 
I don't really like .. . 
I thoroughly dislike .. . 
I don't really enjoy .. . 
I can 't stand .. . 
I really don't like .. . 
I strongly dislike .. . 

tdI Exercise 4.2: Gap Fill 
Write the words and phrases below in the correct spaces. 

1. I like Jerry's parties. He always invites boring people. 
2. Margaret dislikes office parties because she has to pretend to like all of her col-

leagues and her job. She finds it quite annoying. 

3. I our seminar classes at university because none of my classmates prepare for 
the classes and everyone is too nervous to discuss the topic. It's a waste of time. 

4. My wife hates her job because the work is boring, her boss is an idiot and her 
salary is terrible! 

5. Many parents bringing their children to parties because they have to spend all 

of their time looking after the kids rather than relaxing and having a good time themselves. 

6. My mother travelling to work by bus; it's always so crowded, the journey takes 
a long time and she hates the TVs they have now. 

Language step 3 Very Much 
Let's take a look at how the IELTS candidate David uses very much. 

David .. .1 don't like my line manager or many of my colleagues very ~uch - they're all so 
boring ... 

Many students make the terrible mistake of saying the following types of sentences in 
the IELTS test: 

I very li~ playing tennis. (X ) 
I don't liI?g Vel) much going shopping. ( X ) 
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Part One 

This is very bad English and does not sound like a native. 

Look at the following correct native speaker sentences and see if you can see the correct 
word order patterns: 

I like playing tennis very much. 
I don't like going shopping very much. 

There are three rules you must remember: 

You cannot use very before a verb. 
You cannot use very much before a verb. 
You can use very much after the activity. 

Examples: 

I like reading romantic novels very much. 
I really like reading romantic novels. 
I don't like going climbing in the mountains very much. 
I really don't like going climbing in the mountains. 

If you want to sound like a native, we advise you to only use very much with short 
sentences. 

rdJ Exercise 4.3: Error Correction 
Some of the sentences below are incorrect, some are correct. Identify the incorrect sentences 
and write the correct sentences in the spaces provided. 

1. I very enjoy studying English. 

2. I very much like going to the seaside and swimming in the sea. 

3. I don't very much enjoy going to parties. 

4. I very like all parts of my job. 

5. I enjoy my job very much. 
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Formula 5 

How often do you do X? 

Aims ' 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for How often do you do X? type questions. 

How often do you read books? 
How often do visitors come to your home? 
How often do you go out to dinner with friends? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you How often do you do X? type questions, you must: 

40 

Language steps 

1. Use a range of different adverbs offrequency correctly. 
I never go to the cinema. 
I regularly watch DVDs. 

. ' I . , ' 

2. Use a variety of adverbs of infrequency to describe something you don't do often. 
I don't always eat at home. 
Every once in a while I play sports. 
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Part One 

Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on the next page more thoroughly. 

once in a blue 
rarely (Native speakers use this I am always very good about staying on 
phrase to show that an action a diet; it's only once in a blue moon that 

moon happens very, very rarely.) I might eat a piece of cake. 

used to 
to show that something usually Clare used to be a really good student, 
occurred or was true in the past but lately she's become really lazy. 

have to invite (when you invite some- Last night I had some friends over to 
somebody body to your home, usually for a my house and cooked dinner for them. 
over meal or drinks) 

to spend time with other people I love parties because I like to socialise 
socialise verb for enjoyment - they are a great opportunity to hang 

out with frienc!s and meet new people. 

somebody who reads all the time I don't understand how Jane can date 

bookworm noun 
a bookworm like John; he's so boring, 
always reading and hardly ever going 
out with friends. 

to change or vary things from the I've been working on the same project 

mix 
normal pattern, for fun or to make at work for six months and I'm com-

something up 
them more interesting pletely bored. I wish our manager 

would mix the work up and give us 
some new tasks. 

a type of writing where the text is Nguyen Khuyen is my favourite poet, 
arranged in lines, which mayor whose poetry is very famous. Many 

poetry noun may not rhyme (Many students poems he wrote are taught at school. 
confuse this word with "poet" and 
"poem".) 

to feel like doing something Helen has just asked me to go and play 
be in the tennis with her" but I'm not in the 
mood mood; I just feel like sitting on the 

sofa and reading a book. 
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Model answers 
Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 

Language step I Adverbs of Frequency 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use adverbs of frequency. 

Alice I used to go out to dinner with my friends all the time, but I'm in my last year of 
university now and I'm really busy .•. 

David To be honest, I' m alw~y$ reading books; I'm a complete bookworm! I usually rea:d 
novels, but sometimes (mix it up slightly and read books about history @r nature .. . 

Remind yourself of the following groups of adverbs offrequency: 

Adverbs of frequency that go before the verb 
always 

I always read the Sunday papers. 

seldom / rarely 
Jonathan rarely goes to fast food restaurants. 

never 
I never read the Sunday papers. 

Adverbs of frequency that can go before the verb or at the end of a sentence 
often 
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I often listen to music. 
I listen to music often . 
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frequently 
Ifrequently go to bars with my friends. 
I go to bars with my friendsfrequel1try. 

Part One 

Adverbs of frequency that can go at the beginning of a sentence or before the verb or at 
the end of a sentence 

usually 
Usually I play football on Sunday. 
I usually play football on Sunday. 
I play football on Sunday usually. 

sometimes 
Sometimes I go to nightclubs. 
I sometimes go to nightclubs. 
I go to nightclubs sometimes. 

occasionally 
Occasionalry Lee reads a newspaper. 
Lee occasionally reads a newspaper. 
Lee reads a newspaper occasiol1alry. 

Adverbs offrequency that can only go at the end of a sentence 

all the time 
I listen to my MP3 a II the time. 

ItjJ Exercise 5.1: Word Placement 
Circle the letters that represent the appropriate positions for the adverbs of frequency in 
brackets. 

1. A I B go cycling with my friends C. (sometimes) 

2. A she B smokes cigarettes C. (never) 
3. A I B go to concerts C. (often) 
4. A she B goes swimming on Thursday nights C. (usually) 
5. A he B invites me to his house for dinner C. (occasionally) 
6. A I B read the newspaper each morning while I eat breakfast C. (always) 
7. A my mother B cooks dinner or lunch for her friends and neighbours C. (frequently) 
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8. A I B watch TV C. (all the time) 
9. A he B listens to the radio C. (seldom) 

Language step 2 Adverbs of Infrequency 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use certain adverbs to describe 
things they rarely do. 

Alice .. .1 don't often have the chance to. take a break and spend time with my friends. 
Once in a blue moon I'll have someone over for coffee, or I'll go to a friend's house 
and hang out ... 

David ... From tim.e to time I might read some poetry, but I have to be in the right mood. 

When you do not do the activity the examiner asks you about frequently, you should use 
a varied range of adverbs of infrequency. 

Colloquial expressions 

In addition to never, seldom and rarely (see Language step 1), you can also use the fol
lowing colloquial expressions to sound more like a native: 

every once in a while (=sometimes) 
I play football on Sunday morning every once in a while. 

from time to time (= occasionally) 
I have friends overfrom time to time. 

once in a blue moon (=rarely) 
I drink alcohol once in a blue moon. 

hardly ever (=almost never) 
I hardly ever play video games. 

Using don't 

It's also often useful to form adverbs of infrequency by adding don't before an adverb 
offrequency. Don't can be used with the following adverbs: 

always 
I don't always go to the university canteen to eat. 

usually 
She doesn 't lIsua/(y have guests to dinner. 
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Part One 

often 
He doesn't ofte n socialise with friends. 

all the time 
I don't go to expensive restaurants with friends all the time, just occasionally. 

dJ Exercise 5.2: Practice with a Friend 
On your own or with a partner, try answering the following questions using the adverbs of 
infrequency below. 

1. How often do you read books in English? 
2. How often do you go to expensive restaurants? 
3. How often do you cook dinner for guests? 
4. How often do you go to music concerts? 
5. How often do you watch soap operas? 
6. How often do you go on holiday with your friends? 
7. How often do you read science magazines? 
8. How often do you watch American films? 

Extra language point Explaining Frequency 
Let's take a look at how Alice and David explain why they usually or don't usually do 
something. 

Alice I used to go out to dinner with my friends all the time, but' I'm in my last year of 
university now and I'm really busy - J don't often have the chance to take a break and 
spend time with my friends ... 
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David ... 1 prefer reading novels because they are a great way to relax and escape from daily 
life , but 1 also enjoy history and nature books because they help me learn more 
about the world we live in . From time to time 1 might read some poetry, but 1 have 
to be in the right mood. 

Remember that the second thing you should say to the examiner when answering How 
often do you do X? type questions is why you do the action frequently or infrequently. 

Practise using the following phrases: 

I (adverb of (in)frequency) do (it) because ... 
I always play basketball after work because I can keep fit and socialise with my colleagues. 
1 don't often go to the cinema because it's too expensive. 

I can't do (it) because ... 
I can't socialise with my friends very often because I live in a completely different part of 

the city. 
,I would like to read more books but f can't: because I don't have the time. 

I (adverb of (in)frequency) have the chance to do (it) because ... 
f don't usually have the chance to hang out with my old friends because I recently moved to 

a new city. 
I don't often have the chance to read long novels because I am so busy at work. 

IdJ Exercise 5.3: Matching 
Match the sentence halves 1-5 with the sentence halves A-E. 

1. I don't often wake up later than 8 a.m ... 
2. I can't drink coffee with breakfast ... 
3. I sometimes have the chance to go to the theatre in the evenings ... 
4. I rarely have the chance ... 
5. I usually hang out with my friends on the weekend ... 

A. ... because it helps me relax after the working week. 
B .... because my girlfriend can occasionally get free tickets. 

C. ... because it makes me nervous and it isn't good for the stomach. 
D .... because I don't like to lie in bed late in the morning. 
E .... to have people over for dinner. 
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Formula 6 

What do you like most about X? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for What do you like most about X? type questions. 

What do you like most about student life? 
What do you like most about your job? 
What is the best thing about your city? 
What is your favourite type of weather? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you What do you like most about X? type questions, you must: 

Language steps 

1. Use adverbs modifying verbs to express degrees oflike. 
I especially like playing the piano. 
Students particularly enjoy going to bars and restaurants. 

2. Use parallel structures correctly. 
I like going to the cinema, watcbing TV and playing video games. 

3. Use simple linking words accurately. 
Although the city has developed very fast, it's still not very expensive. 
I don't like travelling to work, but I enjoy my job. 

Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on page 49 more thoroughly. 
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'r Nativc 
: Sp,cakcr Word 
,I , \ 

golden 
a very good opportunity or. chance Getting a scholar~hip to study at 
te do st!>methipg Harva-rd Uni~ersi~ was a golden 

oppertunity opportunity for David. 

expand/ to increase somebedy's knowledge My father always told me that I 
broaden/widen so that they think about or consider should go travelling and see the 
(somebedy's) things they didn't before world as it would .help expand my 
horizons horiz0ns. 

a type .of dance from South J\meri,ca, I've illSO wanted. t<;l try Salsa dancing 
Salsa (dancing) neun where couples dance together because it looks like a lot of fun and 

1 • I . 

the men seem so sexyl 
1 j 'I-

a type of ex~rcise originally from Although I don't play any sp0rts; 

yoga neun India which exercises the body I'm quite fit because I do yoga 
through stretching and breathing frequently. 
exercises 

the ' area of land next te the sea Susart wanted to move nearer the 
ceast. . coast so she could gp .swimming and 

sa'iling o/henever she wanted, 
, 

I don't ' like my curre.nt com~any; I 
wo~k really. 'hard ·and although 1 get 

the odd the bdd "well dene" frem my man-
ager, I don't feel my werk is appreci-
ated at all. 

a very strong, violent and dangerous Pete was sailing in the Pacific Ocean 
type of storm. with strong wind when' his yacht was caught in a ... 

typheen. The storm blew his boat typhoon noun 
about 500 kllOI'i'retres, but he was 
lucky and survived. 

a very soft and gentle wind We had a lov.ely afternoon tegether, 

breeze noun dri~irig tea and· chatting 'in the gar-
d~n with lots .of sunshine and a gen-
tle breeze . . 

value verb 
to .~ that something is'imporwlt Most ceqlpanies value experience 
or valuable .over education qualifications. 

all year; at all times .of the year I could tell my grandmother's health 
all yeaIl reund wasn't very geod because she felt cold 

all year round. 
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Part One 

Model answers 
Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 

Language step 1 Expressing Degrees of Like 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, express degrees oflike. 

Alice What I particularly like about student life is the golden opportunity it gives me to 
expand my horizons ... 

David ... But what I especially value about Nha Trang's location is the fresh seafood we 
can eat all year round. 

As you can see, Alice and David use different ways to express how much they like dif
ferent aspects of X. Let's look at some more native speaker ways to express degrees of like: 

Examples: 

really 
especially 
particularly 

like 

enjoy 
love 

I really enjoy watching the trees by the lake bend in the wind. 
I particu larly liI& my hometowl1'sfood. 
I especially love attending my Psychology lectures. 

verb-ing 
noun 

Any of the above combinations are fine, and using some varied language will make you 
sound more like a native speaker. 
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Notice that like, love and enjoy can be followed by either a verb-ing or a noun; for examples: 

I especially like/enjoy/love wall{ing in the countryside. 
I especially like/enjoy/love the countryside. 

You cannot say: 

I like/enjoy/love to wall(j17.g. 

IdJ Exercise 6.1: Error Correction 
Some of the sentences below are incorrect, some are correct. Identify the incorrect sentences 
and write the correct sentences in the spaces provided. 

1. I really liking meeting new people. 

2. I particularly to love travelling as part of my job. 

3. She especially enjoys visit the famous sights in my hometown. 

4. I enjoy to taking photographs and sending postcards home. 

5. I very like living with my classmates in our dormitory. 

6. I really love snowy weather. 

Language step 2 Parallel Structures 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use parallel structures. 

so 

Alice .. . At university, I can not only increase my knowledge about my major and learn 
new things like Salsa and yoga, but I can also meet lots of new people. 

David ... Although we get the odd typhoon every year because we are by the seaside, we 
also enjoy light sea breezes during the summer ... 
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Part One 

Parallel structure means making sure that the series of words in a sentence are in agree
ment or in line with each other. The best way to understand this is by looking at some 
examples: 

I really enjoy watching plays, writing papers and listening to the school band. 
My mother particularly likes to dance , go out to restaurants and spend time with the family. 

As you will notice, all of the verbs in the above sentences have the same form, and so can 
be said to agree with each other. Many students lose points in the IELTS test because of 
simple agreement errors such as the following: 

I especially like reading scientific journals, have fun with my study mates and relaxing on 
campus. (X) 

I like to read scientific journals, ha.vejun with my study mates and relaxing on campus. (X) 

IdJ Exercise 6.2: Multiple Choice 
Choose the appropriate words from the choices below to complete the sentences. 

1. There are many things that I like about Tet holiday. We all watch television, light fireworks 

outside the door, and songs together. 
A. sing B. singing 

2. He especially loves walking and his bike through the rice fields. 
A. ride B. riding 

3. I really love to hike, swim, and my bicycle. 
A. ride B. riding 

4. Wow, there are so many things I love about my job. My workmates are great. We do a lot 

together in our free time. We often go drinking in bars, 

karaoke bars during the weekend! 

A. dance B. dancing 

5. As a student, I enjoy learning new things, 

in the library. 
A. to meet B. meeting 

in clubs and singing at 

my friends on campus and studying 

6. My study mates like 

A. to exercise 

every day, play sports together and study in the park. 

B. exercising 
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Language step 3 Linking Words 
Let's take a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use linking words. 

Alice ... At university, I can not only increase my knowledge about my major and learn 
new things like Salsa and yoga, but I can also meet lots of new people. 

David ... Although we get the' odd typhoon every year because we are by the seaside, we 
also enjoy light sea breezes during the summer. But what I especially value about 
Nha Trang's location is the fresh seafood we can eat all year round. 

To sound like a native and to improve your score on your speaking test, it's good to show 
slight comparison, contrast and consequence between ideas and feelings using transitional 
or linking words. 

Take a look at the following linking words, and how they are used: 

but 
I really like my maths teacher, but I like my science teacher more. 

however 
My major is history; however, I find art class more exciting. 

although 
Although I study hard most of the time, I always find time for fun on the weekends. 
I always find time for fun on the weekends, although I study hard most of the time. 

though 
I enjoy learning to play the violin, though it is difficult at times. 
Though it is difficult at times, I enjoy learning to play the violin. 

as opposed to 
Students discuss ideas, as opposed to just copying from books. 

besides 
Besides cooking and painting, I often do other activities like singing and hanging out with 

my friends. 
I often do other activities like singing and hanging out with my friends besides cooking and 

painting. 

as well as 
She is my classmate as well as my best friend. 
As well as being my best friend, she is my classmate. 

also 
I love running in the park. I also run in the gym. 
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IdJ Exercise 6.3: Matching 
Match the sentence halves 1-8 with the sentence halves A-H. 

1. I am really happy with my university's appearance, the sports facilities and the sculptures, ... 
2. I enjoy a lot of things about being a student, .. . 
3. I like my city because it is old, historical and .. . 
4. I love the winters because of the snow, ice and clear skies, ... 
5. As well as being a modern, clean and fashionable place to live, ... 
6. Although I am generally not a very social person, ... 
7. My job offers me lots of opportunities to be creative and work in a team ... 
8. When I go travelling I enjoy going for long walks; ... 

A. ... however, I don't really like going too far into unknown territory - I'm afraid of getting lost! 
B. .. .I really like my hometown because it's so interesting. 
C. ... the thing about working life I enjoy the most is going out to lunch and dinner with my 

workmates. 
D .... though my favourite thing is most certainly the new restaurant on campus - it's great! 
E .... besides having flexible working hours. 
F .... also a friendly place to live. 
G .... but the thing I like most is the opportunity to meet lots of clever, thoughtful people. 
H .... as opposed to the awful summers with hot, dry air. 
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Formula 7 

Is X popular (in your country)? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for Is X popular (in your country)? type questions. 

Are bikes popular in your country? 
Is watching team sports popular where you live? 
Is playing sports popular in your university? 
Is music popular in your country? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you Is X popular (in your country)? type questions, you must: 

54 

Language steps 

1. Talk about types of people. 
People of all ages like to ride bikes. 
Most businessmen own cars. 

2. Use quantity words to talk about how many people like X. 
I think most people ride the subway. 
The majority of British people drink milk with their tea. 

3. Use one or two expressions of habit like a native. 
In general, our people enjoy spicy food. 
As a rule , older generations are more traditional. 
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Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on the next page more thoroughly. 

generally 
in most situations; usually; Generally speaking, I don't eat fast food 
ordinarily but sometimes - perhaps just a few times 

speakipg 
a year - I might go to McDonald's. 

regularly adverb 
frequently; often Steve is so fit and strong because he exer-

cises regularly. 

as for 
used to change the topic ofwhat I love playing golf and tennis. As for 
you are talking about cooking, I have no real interest in it. 

describing somebody or some- In the past, most men were sexist; they 

sexist adjective 
thing that says men are better didn't believe women could be trusted 
than women or women are with money, power of responsibilities. 
better than men 

whether something is true or Is Italy a good place to go on holiday? 
not is determined by something It depends on what kind of holiday you 

depend on else want - if you want to see ancient build-
ings, eat pizza and drink red wine, it'll 
be great. 

as a rule 
usually; generally true As a rule, I'm a very calm person but some-

times I get really annoyed. 

the most popular music in a Some modern pop music is fantastic -
pop (music) noun society, usually uncomplicated like Take That and Blue - but most of it 

and easy to remember is pretty terrible. 

tend verb 
to be likely to happen; to usual- Bikes tend to be popular with older people 
ly do something and students. 

folk music 
a traditional style of music, I don't think anyone listens to English 
often from the countryside folk music anymore; it's too old-fashioned. 

an event where musicians play I love going to concerts; it's so exciting 
music to a very large audience to see my favourite stars singing and 

concert noun dancing on the stage, and the atmosphere 
is fantastic because there're thousands of 
people. 
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Model answers 
Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 

Language step 1 Types of People 
Let's take a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, describe different types 
of people. 

Alice ... Generally speaking, I would say that the majority of high school and univer
sity male students regularly play football. As for watching football, I think most 
Vietnamese men of all ages frequently watch English Premier League matches .. .! 
don't believe football is very popular with many Vietnamese women . 

David ... As a rule, the younger generation usually listens to pop, rock or hip-hop music, 
whereas the older people tend to listen to older Vietnamese songs or folk music. I 
think many wealthy people listen to classical music, sometimes going to live con
certs. 

Notice that both Alice and David say what types of people X is popular with. Talking 
about types of people is a great way to sound like a native speaker when answering Is X 
popular (in your country)? type questions. 

56 

Remember: 

A country is made up of different types of people, different groups. 
These different groups have different interests and likes and dislikes. 

So, don't just speak for the whole nation and say: 

People in my country like to drink tea. 
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A native speaker will talk about the types of people that X is popular with, rather than 
saying that all people like it. So, a better answer - that does not generalise - would be: 

In general, a lot of elderly Vietnamese people like drinking tea, though there are some who 
do not like tea. 

Now let's look at some more words talking about the different types of people that make 
up a society: 

I • 

the older generation 

the elderly 

younger people 

school kids 

the younger generation 

adolescents 

• I 

IdJ Exercise 7.1: Matching 

• I 

retired people 

office workers 

white-collar workers 

unemployed people 

housewives 

job seekers 

poor people 

rich people 

the working classes 

the middle classes 

the upper classes 

the lower classes 

Match the words on the left with the words on the right that have a similar meaning. 

1. elderly people A. the unemployed 
2. office workers B. wealthy people 
3. the lower classes C. adolescents 
4. teenagers D. the older generation 
5. the upper classes E. poor people 
6. job seekers F. white-collar workers 

IdJ Exercise 7.2: Gap Fill 
Write the words below in the correct spaces. 

1. Traditional Vietnamese activities such as playing Chinese chess and drinking tea are still 

very popular with in Vietnam. 

2. Bikes are not as popular as they were a few years ago. Now, bikes are mostly ridden by poor 

people (such as ) and at school and college. 

3. The bus is mainly popular with students and travelling to and from work; most 

tend to have their own cars and take taxis everywhere. 
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Language step 2 Qyantity Words 
Let's take a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the quantity words. 

Alice ... Generally speaking, I would say that the majority oJhigh school and university 
male students regularly play football...I think most Vietnamese men of all ages 
frequently watch English Premier League matches .. .! don't believe football is very 
popular with many Vietnamese women. 

David ... Most people in Vietnam listen to music every day .. .! think many wealthy people 
listen to dassical music, sometimes going to live concerts. 

• 

Again, you will have noticed that both David and Alice use quantity words in their answers 
so that they do not generalise. 

Look at the following quantity words which you should master so that you also don't 
generalise about people: 

most 
I think most people like to occasionally watch and play sports. 

the majority of 
?'he majority oJteenagers listen to pop music at least once a week. 

a lot of 
I believe a. lot oj people will decide to study abroad in the future. 

(not) many 
Not marry elderly people are interested in basketball. 

a small percentage of 
Only a small percenta.ge aJstudents have their own cars. 

very few 
In my opinion, very Jew poor people have the chance to study English. 

IdJ Exercise 7.3: Rephrasing 
Rephrase the sentences below using the words in brackets. 

1. All Vietnamese people regularly play badminton when they are young. (a lot of) 

2. No women play golf in Vietnam. (not many) 
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Part One 

3. Every single Vietnamese person likes to listen to music. (the majority of) 

4. Nobody at my university play table tennis. (very few) 

5. Everyone watched the Thang Long-Ha Noi 1,OOO-year Anniversary Celebration. (most) 

6. No rich people ever ride a bike. (a small percentage of) 

Language step 3 Expressions of Habit 

Let's take a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use expressions of habit. 

Alice ... Genera1ly speaJ?jng, I would say that the majority of high school and university 
male students regularly play football ... 

David .. .As a rule , the younger generation usually listens to pop, rock or hip-hop music, 
whereas the older people ten.d to listen to older Vietnamese songs or folk music ... 

When you are trying to talk about a lot of people, you should also use different expres
sions of habit so that you don't generalise too much. 

Look at the following expressions to say what people usually or normally do: 

in general 
In general, people in India like to eat spicy food. 

generally speaking 
Generally speak,jng, English people don't really learn many other languages. 

as a rule 

This expression simply means generally, and has nothing to do with rules. 
As a rule, the older generation tends to be more traditional than the younger generation. 

more often than not 
Businessmen drive cars to work more often than not. 

tend to 
Most people in my country tend to enjoy playing chess. 
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I(jJ Exercise 7.4: Word Order 
Rewrite the sentences below in the correct order. 

1. football/morel as/boysl a/rulel is/withl popular 

2. eatl people I speaking I rice I Vietnamese I a lot of I generally 

3. regularly I more I than I university I often I sports I students I play I notl very 

4. together I sport I watching I to I like I tendl men 

5. like I rich I drive I general I to I cars I in I people 
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Formula 8 

Aims 

What is the best time (of year) 
to do X? 

Part One 

In this lesson you'll master the Formula for What is the best time (of year) to do X? type 
questions. 

What time of year is best for outdoor activities where you live? 
What is the best time of day for studying? 
What time of year is best for travelling in your country? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you What is the best time (of year) to do X? type questions, you 
must: 

Language steps 

1. Use superlatives correctly. 
Da Lat is the most beautiful place in Vietnam. 
This is the best time to travel. 

2. Use prepositions of time correctly for times of day, month and year. 
Ha Noi is beautiful in the late fall. . 
Ba Na Hills is beautiful at any time of the year. 

3. Use a few colloquial expressions for advantageous conditions. 
The winter months are ideal for skiing. 
The summer is pe7f~cifor cycling in the mountains. 
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Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on the next page more thoroughly. 

done outside (It is usually used to 
outdoor adjective describe activities that take place in 

depend on 

provide 

'rock climbing 

hiking 

be into 
something 

sledging 

verb 

noun 

noun 

snowboarding noun 

depth of winter 

62 

the open air, away from buildings.) 

to be determined by, changeable 
according to a particular circum-
stance or situation 

to give somebody something; to 
supply 

an activity where you use your arms 
and legs to climb up very steep 
rocks/mountain sides 

a long walk in the countrYside, often 
including hills and mountains 

to ~e interested in something 

an activity where one sits on a 
wooden "sledge" and slides down 
snowy hills, usually popular with 
children 

an activity where one stands with 
both legs on one "board" and in 
this way slides down a mountain; 
much the same as to skateboard, 
but on snow 

the coldest part of winter, usually 
around the middle of winter 

Y, \~"~~'7 r::\,,~ ("~"ri",~\~"·,~,,,-1~r.." r\';-(,~~\r'\~'J.'..j" ~ ": \'·':1 
~~",I,., ;1.;~~\.~)t'L\'''''I\!,f~',-; .. V, \.'~ : 

",', c' .':, : E,x~.p18 ,~cM,q~i,c~",: .',' ~ 
I~~t:~, ,." w.;. "',1:.' ~~~;t.\..,~ •. jl,~.~V' ~J~C Q~'( .:~" ~.,' I r;J 

I don't want an office job; I want a job 
that involves lots of outdoor tasks so 
that I'm not stuck in an office all day. 

Whether or not you like Hue' food 
depends on if you like a lot of spice. 

Many companies have a bonus scheme 
to reward staff that work hard. This 
obviously provides an incentive for 
the staff to do a good job. 

I've never been good at rock climbing; 
I think it's because my arms aren't 
strong enough. 

I absolutely love hiking; it's great to 
walk through green fields, meadows, 
up hills and through valleys. 

My little nephew Daniel is really into 
aeroplanes; he's always running 
around the house with a toy aeroplane 
in his hand and making engine noises. 

A few years ago, my sister broke her 
leg when she tried sledging - the hill 
she went down was far too big. 

Although snowboarding is really fash
ionable, I'm too frightened of hurting 
myself to try it. 

My favourite time of the year is the 
depth of winter. Then, there's usually 
lots of snow, people are on holiday 
from work and I can enjoy sitting in 
front of the fire with a good book. 
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Native 
Speaker Word 

dawn 

get into 
something 

distract 

productive 

noun 

verb 

adjective 

Model answers 

Definition 

very early time in the morning 
the sun first rises 

to be able to concentrate on 
something 

to stop somebody concentrating on 
something 

producing a lot; ,providing a large 
amount of something 

Part One 

I've only seen the dawn once or twice 
in my life; I'm far too lazy to get up 
so early I 

This weekend Adam's family is going 
away and he'll be in the house by him-
self. He hopes he'll finally be able to 
get into that big history book he 
bought recently. 

Whenever I write papers or revise for 
exams, I must be alone - otherwise I 
will be distracted by the other people 
and I can't concentrate. 

Many firms have far too many meet-
ings; often they do not have a clear 
fOCllS and are not very productive. 
The company would be better off if 
the staff kept working. 

Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 
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Language step 1 Superlatives 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the superlative forms. 

Alice I think the best time of year to do outdoor activities is either in the summer or 
in the winter ... The weather between June and early September provides the best 
conditions for rock climbing, hiking, mountain biking or playing sports like 
tennis ... 

David I think the best time of day to study is in the very early morning, just after dawn. 
This is the quietest time of day .. .It's definitely tbe most productive time of day for 
me, I just find it difficult to get up so early! 

Notice that both Alice and David use a number of different superlatives in their model 
answers. This is also something you should master so that you can answer this type of ques-
tion correctly. . 

Let's review some rules about correctly changing adjectives into superlatives. 

Adjectives with one syllable 

small 

light 

big 

hotter 

smaller 

lighter 

Adjectives with more than one syllable 

. b~autiful . 
. ' 
interesting 

exciting 

enjoyable 

Remember these exceptions 

more 'beautiful 

mor~ interesting 

more exciting 

mOl'e enjoyable 

the hottest 

the smallest 

the lightest 

the biggest 

I the most interesting 

the most exciting 

.the most enjoyable 

, >' Adj~cti~e comparative ; . ·Superlative ·. " ,:,: 
) I ,~ .' 

good , 

bad 

fun 
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better 

worse 

more fun 

the best 

the worst 

the most fun 
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ldJ Exercise 8.1: Sentence Completion 

Complete the following sentences by writing the appropriate comparative or superlative 
forms of the adjectives in brackets. 

1. Winter is probably (bad) time of year; there are no leaves on the trees, the 

weather is freezing cold and the people are not happy! 

2. Spring is (beautiful) time of year. It's lovely and warm and the flowers are all 

in bloom. 

3. Summer is a (suitable) time of year to visit Phu Qyoc Island than any other 

seasons. It's the only time when the weather is not cold, but actually quite warm. 

4. (pleasant) season in which to visit Thailand is most certainly spring, in late 

March and early April. 

5. Winter is (good) time to go skiing. 

6. The spring is (fun) time of year to go climbing in the mountains because it's 
not too hot and not too cold. 

7. Flying a kite is (enjoyable) thing to do in summer. 

8. The height of summer is (warm) season of the year to go camping. 

9. Qyang Tri is undoubtedly much (hot) than Nha Trang in the summer months. 

It's almost unbearable. I would advise tourists to avoid Qyang Tri at the peak of summer. 

Language step 2 Prepositions of Time 
Let's look again at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use prepositions of time. 

Alice I think the best time of year to do outdoor activities is either in the summer or 
in the winter ... The weather between June and early September provides the best 
conditions for .. . 

David I think the best time of day to study is i/1 the very early mor~ing, just after dawn ... 

To get a good score you must use prepositions oftime correctly. 

At is used with festivals, the time of day, and with dawn, noon, night, midnight, dusk. 

The train will arrive at 9 p.m. 
The streets are always busy at Christmas. 
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On is used with a particular day or date. 

I'm often late to work on Mondays. 
Peter gave Helen a call on Friday. 

In is used with years, seasons, months, and other parts of the day. 

She said she would give you a call in the evening. 
For me, Australia is far too hot in the summer. 

By is used to show that an activity will be completed or end by a certain time or point (and 
no later). 

I usually start to feel tired b~y 10 p.m. 
All the leaves on the trees will have fallen by November. 

During is used to talk about something that happens at a certain period of time, and can be 
used with parts of the day, seasons and festivals (not a point in time like noon). 

The best time to do exercise is during the morning break. 
Not many people like to visit Quang Tri during the summer months. 

Until is used to talk about something which will continue to happen up to a certain time or 
particular event. 

The park is a really quiet place to study,until about 5 o'clock, when everybody finishes work. 
I like swimming in the sea until late September, after that it gets cold. 

rdJ Exercise 8.2: Gap Fill 
Write the words and phrases below in the correct spaces. 

• = 

1. The most exciting time to go skiing is when the snow is really thick and fluffy. 

2. The best time of year to climb mountains is certainly spring when the air is 

fresh and cool - not too hot, not too cold. 

3. When it is really hot, the summer months, it is a great time to go swimming in 

the sea. 

4. In Scotland, in March, I like to go walking in the hills. This ,is the best time for this kind of 

sport. It's not fun January or February because of the rain. 
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5. The time when people give presents the most is certainly Christmas. 

6. However, in Vietnam, I think most people give gifts or presents people's birthdays. 

Language step 3 Colloquial Expressions for Advantageous Conditions 
Let's look at how the IELTS candidate Alice uses colloquial expressions for advantageous 
conditions. 

[' Alice ... The :vea~her b.et:veen J une ~nd ~a~ly Septe~ber provides the best conditions for L rock chmbmg, hlkmg, mountam biking or playmg sports ... 

There are many ways to explain the idea that something is the best or the most suitable. 
We've already looked at superlatives as one way of doing this, but now let's look at some 
alternative native speaker expressions for this. 

good / great for 
The cold weather is goodfor making ice sculptures. 
Evenings at home are ISreatfor relaxing and listening to music. 

ideal for 
Spring in Beijing is idealfor hiking along the Great Wall. 
The day before a big national holiday is idealfor throwing a party. 

provide the perfect conditions for 
The combination of mountains and lakes near my hometown provides thepelfect conditions 

for camping in the summer. 
The karst stones and dry weather of the summer provide the pelfect conditions for rock 

climbing and mountain biking. 

I(jJ Exercise 8.3: Matching 
Match the sentence halves below. 

1. Summer is ideal for ... 
2. The snow ... 

3. Fall is good for ... 

4. The mountains and rocks ... 
5. The summer weather is ... 
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A. ... provide the perfect conditions for rock climbing. 

B . ... swimming in the lake near my town. 

C. .. .ideal for beach volleyball. 

D .... hiking in the hills and looking at the red leaves. 

E. ... provides the perfect conditions for skiing and 

snowboarding. 
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Extra language point Depend on 

Let's take a look at how the lELTS candidate Alice uses the verb phrase depend on. 

Alice I think the best time of year to do outdoor activities is either in the summer or in,] 
the winter because it depends on what activities you would like to do ... 

When answering What's the best time (of year) to do X? type questions, it would be easy 
to say things such as Winter in my country is always relaxing or The morning is the best time 
of day to study. However, such statements are not always true because situations change ac
cording to different circumstances and according to people's preferences. The verb phrase 
depend on helps us qualify what we say. 

Depend on can be used with nouns. 

The availability of train tickets during the Tet holiday depends on the amount of people 
travelling. 

The best time to do exercise depends on people's lifestyles. 

Or depend on can be used with gerunds (the -ing form of the verb). 

Finding a good job depends on having good qualifications. 
Being happy doesn't necessarily depend on being very rich. 

You should practise using this verb phrase. You will sound more like a native English 
speaker and be able to give more accurate answers if you can use it well. 
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Formula 9 

Why do some people like X? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for Why do some people like X? type questions. 

Why do some people like cooking? 
Why do some people enjoy reading? 
Why do some people like gardening? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you Why do some people like X? type questions, you must: 

Language steps 

1. Use native speaker words to talk about types of people. 
Most teenagers enjoy listening to pop music. 

2. Use native speaker personality adjectives. 
Creative people tend to enjoy going to the theatre and art museums. 

3. Use· native speaker activity adjectives. 
Volunteering at the hospital is very rewarding. 

Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on page 71 more thoroughly. 
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producing or using new and Working in a bank is not very creative 
creative adjective effective ideas, results, etc. - you just do the same things again 

and again every day. 

to communicate what you I love playing the piano. Although I 
express think or feel play the music somebody else wrote, 
oneself I can express myself through the piano 

- so each time I play it's different. 

not liking changes or new Travelling in Asia and Africa is really 

conservative adjective 
ideas not suited for conservative people -

only open-minded people willing to 
try and learn new things should go. 

from the beginn~g without I don't like working at this language 
using things that already school - because it's so new, there 

from scratch exist aren't an,y lesson plans or teaching 
materials. I have to make every lesson 
plan from scratch. 

making you feel pleased - Stephanie doesn't think her job is very 

satisfying adjective 
usually because you have satisfying as she doesn't get a chance 
achieved something to try anything new and she just does 

whatever her boss tells her to. 

making you feel relaxed or When I want to relax, I never go to a 

therapeutic adjective 
happier bar or club - they're always so noisy 

and smelly; going to a bar is not thera-
peutic at all. 

describing a person who I wish my German teacher was more 

patient adjective 
can wait or continue doing patient; as soon as I make one little 
something unpleasant mistake, she gets annoyed with me 
without complaining and she only explains things once. 

describing a person who has To lose weight, you should be more 

energetic adjective 
a lot of energy, or an activity careful what you eat and start doing 
that requires a lot of energy some kind of energetic activity like 

playing badminton or rugby. 

to relax after being very Rachel should take the time to un-
unwind verb busy, tense or worried wind after work; being so anxious all 

the time can't be good for her health. 
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Model answers 
Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 

Language step 1 Types of People 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, mention different types of 
people. 

Alice I think people of all ages enjoy cooking, especially creative people ... 

David Gardening is most popular with middle-aged and elderly people, probably because 
gardening is a very therapeutic and relaxing activity. Members of the older gener
ation are generally more patient and often prefer less energetic activities ... 

Notice that Alice and David do not talk about themselves and whether they like cooking 
and gardening, but talk about the different types of people in society and say whether they 
like cooking and gardening. 

Remind yourself of some useful words to talk about types of people: 

married couples 
single parents 
teenagers 
adolescents 
the elderly 
the older generation 
retired people 
rich people 
poor people 
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,IdJExercise 9.1: Table Completion 
Complete the table below by writing the following words in the appropriate columns. Some 
have been done for you. 

grandparents retired peeple married couples 

single parents the elderly office workers 

housewives rleh people white-collar workers 

yeunger peeple teenagers ~ 
the older generation job seekers the younger generation 

unemployed peep Ie people In a relationship tho working classes 

the upper classes couples poor peeple 

school kids tho middle classes adolescents 

property ownors single people the homeless 

younger poople parents retired poop Ie 

unemployed people single parents rich people 

Language step 2 Personality Adjectives 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use personality adjectives. 

Alice I think people of all ages enjoy cooking, especially creative people ... Even quite 
conservative people like cooking ... 

David ... Members of the older generation are generally more patient and often prefer less 
energetic activities ... 

Notice that Alice and David use different personality adjectives to help them say why 
different group,s of people enjoy doing X - you should too. 
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Look at the following useful native speaker personality adjectives: 

energetic 
apathetic 
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curious 
studious 
social 
family-oriented 
patient 
creative 

IdJ Exercise 9.2: Matching 
Match the personality adjectives on the left with their definitions on the right. 

1. creative 

2. social 
A. describing somebody who is not interested in or concerned 

about anything 
3. energetic B. describing somebody who studies a lot, even in their free time 

4. family-oriented 

5. studious 

6. apathetic 

7. curious 

IdJ Exercise 9.3: Gap Fill 

C. describing somebody who is interested in new things and 
learning about different ideas and opinions 

D. describing somebody who is outgoing and enjoys talking to 
others a lot and meeting new people 

E. describing somebody who is very active and enjoys doing 
physical things 

F. describing somebody who prefers spending time with their 
family 

G. describing somebody who enjoys making new things 

Write the words below in the correct spaces. 

1. He is a very young man - he loves all kinds of sports that involve running 

around or doing adventurous outdoor pursuits. 

2. Alice is very . She spends a lot of free time going to dinner with friends, hanging 

out in the bar near campus and meeting new people. 

3. people tend to be quite lazy about life, and like sitting around for long hours 

watching soap operas on television and doing things that do not require much thought or 

energy. 

4. I am a very person. I am very intrigued to learn about different cultures and 

different opinions. I like to read about world philosophy and religion sometimes . 

5. Daisy is very . She spends nearly every weekend visiting her family and seems to 

prefer that to going out with friends. 
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6. He is a very person - he sits in the classroom till the early hours of the morning 

just reading and taking notes from his textbooks. 

Language step 3 Activity Adjectives 
Let's have a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use activity adjectives. 

Alice ... For those who love to create new things, cooking provides a great way to e~press 
themselves as they can experiment with different dishes and ingredients ... it can be' 
very satisfying tGl successfully cook a whole meal from start to ' finish. . 

David G~rdening is most popular with middle-aged and elderly people, probably be
cause gardening is a very therapeutic and relaxing activity. Members of the older 
generation are generally more patient and often prefer less energetic activities -
gardening is a good way to unwind whilst making their home more bealiltifld .. 

Notice that Alice and David talk about the benefits people get from doing cooking and 
gardening - this helps them explain why people like to do these activities. 

Look at the following useful native speaker activity adjectives and the types of activity 
they can be used to describe: 

therapeutic - gardening, cooking, yoga, tai chi, meditation 
relaxing - gardening, watching TV, listening to the radio, knitting, reading 
healthy - going to the gym, doing physical exercise, running 
good (for the mind) - crosswords, puzzles, detective stories, studying 
informative - the news, blogs, reading books 
inspiring -looking at art, watching live music, going to the theatre or cinema 
rewarding - doing charity work, studying, raising money for a cause 
fun - sports, games, card games, travelling 
satisfying - painting, drawing, cooking, gardening 

IdJ Exercise 9.4: Multiple Choice 
Choose the appropriate words from the choices below to complete the sentences. 

1. I think gardening is a very 

good. 
A. inspiring 

2. I think cycling is a very 
A. healthy 
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activity. Being outdoors helps people relax and feel 

B. therapeutic C. healthy 

pastime. It's better for you than running. 
B. good for the mind C. rewarding 
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3. Reading about history from many different sources is very 
A. fun B. relaxing C. informative 

4. For me, going to the gym every day, feeling fitter and looking better all the time is truly 

A. satisfying B. healthy C. inspiring 

5. Going to see live music is a really fun and thing to do on weekends. 
A. therapeutic B. informative C. inspiring 

6. Doing volunteer or charity work is a way to help others. 
A. healthy B. rewarding C. fun 

7. For many married couples, going to expensive restaurants for a romantic dinner is really 

A. healthy B. rewarding C. fun 

8. Most people agree that everybody should go to university because studying is 

stu~ying helps broaden our horizons and stretches our brains. 
A. good for the mind B. therapeutic C. inspiring 
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Formula 10 

When was the first/last time you did X? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Form\J,la for When was the first / last time you did X? type 
questions. 

When was the first time you used a computer? 
When was the last time you went on holiday? 
When was the last time visitors came to your house? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you When was the first llast time you did X? type questions, you 
must: 
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Language steps 

1. Use prepositions and adverbs of time correctly. 
The last time I went fishing was about three years ago. 
The first time I used a computer was in high school in 1984. 

2. Have great control of the past simple to talk about completed events. 
I went on holiday last May. 
My father bought me a computer when I was 10. 

3. Use varied adjectives of experience to sound more like a native. 
Camping in the USA was so boring. 
I thought acting was so intriguing. 
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Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on the next page more thoroughly. 

Nativc 
Spcakcr Word 

,.' , 

iRtrlguing 
I. 

adjective 

Dcfinition 

c ',' ." I ,'( ~~~ .. , f," • ) ,(,\f~ 

Exairti)IC'SclltcllCC;' ",.,,' :~ 
," , {' 

, , , 
describing something or some- ' 
body that is very 'intepestmg, 
perh~ps because' it is/they are 

I • I strange or odd , . 

I found my, trip tQ Tibet i~triguing be
cause the culture was so different to 
ours; SOh)eti~es 'I felt that the more I 
leal.1ht about it, the tess I understQod:it. 

niinority 

trek 

',' 

scuba dive/ 
scuba diving 

reserve 

come over 

keep somebody 
from doing 
something 

go to plan 

cenainly 

noun 

'verb/ 
noun 

verb/ 
noun 

adverb 
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a group ofpe~ple ,in society 
who all have .the same.culture/ 
hiStorical lbackgrourtd . 

• a10ng walk, USually, in a natural 
rsetting such aa .inmountains, 
nell: to rivers, etc. 

an activity where peo~ie swim 
deep under the sea using special 
breathing equipment 

iI, 

The SRVN co.n~ains S4 different 
minprities. 

Northern Thailand is a great place lor 
going on mQuntain treks. 

The firs~ time I wen,t scuba div.ing was , ,. 
two years ago, it was great to see all the 
fish, turtles and shellfish in their natural 
. environment. . . 

an area that is pro~ected by the Kenya is famOl~s for its excellent wild-
, ." ,. " I , ,J 

government for environmental life reserves, where visitors can see, 
reasons (Common collocations elephants, zebras, lions and tigers in the 
are'nature reserve, forest wi,ld. 

.1 

reserVe, Wildlife reserve.) 

to c'orne to a place to visit for 
a shon time (often used with 
the'meaning' Of come to'my/ 
our house)' 

to pre:vent" stop somebody 
from doing something

l , 
\ 

to happen in the way you want 
or expect (the same as to go 
according to plan) 'I 

used to show that there is no 
doubt about something 

Ev~r sinte 'my b~yfliiend argued with 
my father, he's been unwilling to come 
'ove.r to our house', I , 

Most teachers, know it's almost impos
sible to keep students from behaving 

• I .' ~ • , 

badly and talking in class. 

I intended to. g~t to the job interview 
really early and spend some time thi11'k
ing about thel queslii0ns I would be a,sked. 
But the interview di<iI1't really go to plan; 
I was late and as soon as J arr,iyed, I had 
to go and have the interview. 

It is certainly a huge responsibility and 
certainly expensive for a country to 
host the Olympic Games. 
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Model answers 
Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 

Language step 1 Prepositions and Adverbs of Time 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use prepositions and 
adverbs of time. 

Alice The last time I went on holiday was a.bout three years ago ... in July 2008 ... 

David The last time visitors came to my house was just last week .. . 

When talking about something that happened in the past, you need to use prepositions 
and adverbs of time to say when it happened. 

Look at the following prepositions and adverbs of time, and how they are used: 

around (months, occasions, festivals, special days) 
.. . around Christmas .. . 
... around my 10th birthday ... 

last (weeks, weekends, months, years, festivals) 
... last weekend ... 
... last month ... 

in (months, seasons, years) 
... in December ... 
... i/1 1979 ... 
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during (months, seasons, long festivals) 
... during the Tet holiday ... 
... during the spring ... 

on (days, special days) 
... on. the 5th of November 2005 ... 
... on my parents' 25th wedding anniversary ... 

You should also master using the following useful expressions: 

about + time period + ago 
I last played a computer game about two years agv. 
They visited the Summer Palace about three days ago. 

the last/first time I + past verb + was ... 
ne last time I went swimming was a few hours ago. 
1hefirst time 1 ate insects was in the summer of 2007. 

rdJ Exercise 10.1: Error Correction 

Part One 

Some of the sentences below are incorrect, some are correct. Identify the incorrect sentences 
and write the correct sentences in the spaces provided. 

1. The last times I play basketball were when I was at school. 

2. In my 25th binhday, I go to a Japanese restaurant with my friends and colleagues. 

3. I think my boyfriend's parents coming to visit in Tomb Sweeping Day. 

4. My grandmother give me the computer as a present the before Christmas, so it's still really 
new. 

5. I went to Thailand on vacation about two years before. 

6. My parents often go abroad during the summer. 

7. I finally passed my driving test on 1997. 
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Language step 2 The Past Simple 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the past simple tense. 

Alice The last time I went on holiday was about three years ago .. .in July 2008. My 
family and I went to Sa Pa for two weeks during the summer holiday ... my family 
and I drove out to the mountains there and tre/~d in the Fansipan ... 

David The last time visitors came to my house was just last week. It was my wife's birth· 
day, and so I secretly arranged fo'r a few close friends to co~e over for dinner and 
drinks. Although it was difficult to keep my wife from finding out, it was quite 
exciting in a way and certainly a bit of a challenge! In the end, everything went to 
plan and we all had a great time - it was definitely a really enjoyable evening. 

A lot of students, especially when they are nervous in speaking tests, forget to get their 
past tenses right, especially for irregular verbs. The only way to get it right is to practise. 

Look at the table below to remind yourself of the past tense forms of some commonly 
used irregular verbs: 

drink 'drank 

get got 

go went 

eat 

give 

,read 

ate 

gave 

read 

Test yourself by completing the exercise on the next page. You can find the correct answers 
in the Answer Key section - but do not look until you have completed the table I 
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IdJ Exercise 10.2: Table Completion 
Complete the table below with the correct forms of the verbs shown. 

Base Form Past Tense Form Base Form Past Tense Form 

are 

become 

begin 

break 

bFing lose 

build . ' " 
ma~e . 

\ .. ,'. ' I • " I' ~ , 
buy mean 

catch meet 

choose pay 

coIrie put 

cut read 
, " . I 

do' ride 
\ ! 

,draw l'1ln 
drink say 

driv.e ',1 ,f .', see 
I 

eat 

fall semi 

sleep 
, , ) t stand , 

swim 
forget take . 
get ! ' 

teach 
give tell 
go think 

, " 

have threw 

hear understand 

hide wake 

hit wear 

is win 
keep write 
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Language step 3 Adjectives of Experience 

Let's take a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use adjectives of 
experience. 

Alice ... Sa Pa is an intrigu ing place to visit bec~use of the Dao minority culture ... 

David ... Although it was difficult to keep my wife from finding out, it was quite exciting 
in a way and' certainly a bit of a challenge! In the end, everything went to plan and 
we all had a great time - it was definitely a really enjoyable evening. 

Mter saying when you firstllast did X, and using prepositions and adverbs of time and 
past simple verbs correctly, you should add a few details to describe what the activity was 
like. 

Here are some useful adjectives of experience: 

difficult, challenging - for things you learned to do that were not easy but you enjoyed 
learning ' 

exciting, thrilling, exhilarating, stimulating, enjoyable - for things that you really enjoyed 
and that were a lot of fun as well as being interesting 

fascinating, intriguing, surprising - for things or experiences that were new and you felt 
very curious about them before/while doing them 

depressing, upsetting, unpleasant - for things that made you feel sad, very uncomfortable 
embarrassing, humiliating - for things that made you feel very uncomfortable because 

other people were watching or because you felt silly 
irritating, annoying, frustrating - for things that you did not enjoy because you thought 

they were stupid, a waste of time or far too difficult 

Look at some examples of these words in context: 

The party I attended was really exciting. I am not used to going to parties with people from 
lots of different countries, so it was f ascinating to see how everyone behaved. It was surprising 
to see so many people having different conversations at the same time! 

The last time I went on holiday was really depressing, if I am honest. It rained the whole 
time and my mother got sick. It was upsetting and jrustrating because I don't have much time 
off work and rarely get holidays. 

I used a computer for the first time when I was in middle school. I found it really embarrass
ing because my classmates all knew how to use one but I didn't! 

Notice that Alice and David don't just say simple sentences such as I found it fun. In the 
above examples, the candidates use adjectives of experience to describe their experiences 
in a more interesting way and explain why the experiences felt like that. 
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IdJExercise 10.3: Gap Fill 
Write the words below in the correct spaces. 

o ' " .' 
trlJu·. -'''"'rs'] -~ > ' --; ..... 
~1 C' 'fe 

[;Jl ll. lynllD][;J -..-

1. The last time I went to the cinema was about three months ago. My friend and I were really 

excited about watching the new movie, but in the end it was really _ _ because we 

had to queue up for a long time to buy the tickets and the film wasn't that great anyway. 

2. The first time I visited an art gallery was in 2005. My family all went together, and whilst my 

parents were not impressed with modern art, for me it was because it was all so 

new, and it made me consider things I had never really thought deeply about before. 

3. I last had visitors to my home just a few days ago. They were my and my husband's uni

versity classmates, and it was great because their conversation is so and their 

company is really . We talk about everything and anything and we always have 

so much fun. 

4, The first time I used a computer was on my 12th birthday, when my uncle gave me a laptop 

as a present. It was so to be able to use this brand-new technology to surf the 

Web, play computer games and chat to my friends! 

5. The last time I went to a party was last week. There were lots offoreigners there who I didn't 

know. Although the atmosphere of meeting lots of new people was _, it was 

really quite because I felt that I couldn't express myself in English very well. 
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Formula 11 

Did you ever learn to do X? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for Did you ever learn to do X? type questions. 

Did you learn how to ride a bike when you were a child? 
Did you learn to playa musical instrument in school? 
Did you learn how to swim when you were. young? 

The formula 

84 

When the examiner asks you Did you ever learn to do X? type questions, you must: 

Language steps 

1. Use past tenses accurately with times in life phrases. 
I bought a flute when 1 was in university. 
My parents gave me a computer on my 11th birthday. 

2. Say who taught you with the preposition by. 
I was taught by my grandmother. 
I was introduced to the guitar by my friend Stephen. 

3. Use non-defining relative clauses and adjectives of personality to describe the 
person who taught you. 

He was a patient and kjnd teacher. 
Miss Clark, who taught: me Maths, was a strict teacher! 
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Part One 

Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers below more thoroughly. 

Native 
Speaker Word 

Definition 
, ' 

Example Se)ltence ., ~ 
. , ~ 

encouraging 
making you feel more confident My friend Bert was really encouraging 
or hopeful about something when I was worried about my exams. 

strict 

determined 

supponive 

semi
professional 

get to grips 
with 

learn by trial 
and error 

being quite controlling and 
adjective making sure somebody does 

what they should do 

wanting to do something very 
adjective much and not letting any dif

ficulties stop you 

helping somebody do some
thing by giving them support 

adjective and advice 

adjective 

describing people who are paid 
for an activity which they take 
part in but which they do not do 
all the time 

to learn the basics of something 

to learn something by yourself, 
making mistakes and learning 
from them 

Model answers 

My teacher, Mr. Hill, was a strict man, 
but quite fair. 

Mike was determined to climb to the 
peak of the mountain. He never gave up 
trying. 

I found it hard to learn Japanese at fit"st, 
but my tutor was remarkably supportive, 
always . encouraging me and praising me 
whenever I spoke well. 

Some of the sports teachers in my school 
were also semi-professional athletes. 

I found the guitar a little hard at first, 
but with patience and practice, I got to 
grips with it. 

Jimi Hendrix did not have a guitar 
teacher. He taught himself, and learned 
by trial and error. 

Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 
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Language step 1 The Past Simple & Times in Life Phrases 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the past simple and times 
in life phrases. 

Alice Yes, I did ! .. .It was during the ret holiday. My parents bought me a really wonder
ful new bike ... 

David I did not learn to swim at school because my school did not have any swimming 
classes, but I learned to swimfor afew months one summer when my parents took.. 
me to classes at the local swimming pool. I went every' other day with a small 
group of friends ... 

David and Alice use past tenses accurately. The past simple can be used here in two dif
ferent ways: 

Using the past simple to talk about something that finished in the past: 
I learned to swim ... 
I did not learn to swim because ... 

Using the past simple to talk about habitual actions in the past: 
I went every other day ... 
I practised playing the guitar three evenings a week ... 

It's important to tell the examiner when you did or did not learn to do X using the fol
lowing times in life phrases: 

when I was + age 
When I was lOyears old, my grandfather showed me how to make ... 

on my + birthday 
On my 8th birthday, I found out how to ... 

during + holiday 
Du.ring the ret holida,v, my father taught me to ... 
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Part One 

about + number + year(s) ago 
About two years ago , I learned how to play ... 

one day 
One cold, wet day in December, my sister taught me that .. . 

And for habitual actions, remember these adverbs of frequency: 

every day / every other day / every week / every month 
I went to the swimming pool every other day until I could swim. 

about twice a week / month 
I had classes with my trumpet teacher about twice a week., 

occasionally / from time to time / sometimes / quite often / frequently 
From time to time, my aunt would teach me a little Spanish. 

tdJ Exercise 11.1: Sentence Completion & Matching 
Complete the sentences 1-5 below by writing the correct forms of the verbs in brackets in the 
spaces, then match them to the appropriate sentences A-E. 

1. I first (start) learning to play the piano when I was 10 years old ... 

2. I did not learn to drive, but my older brother did. He first (drive) a car when he 
was about 16 years old, around my uncle's farm yard ... 

3. I (get to grips) with using the Internet quite quickly. Nobody taught me, 

though ... 

4. On my 16th birthday, my father gave me a watercolour painting set and my grandfather, 
who could paint quite well, _ (teach) me to paint small birds ... 

5. When I was a child, I . (go) to swimming lessons twice a week during the sum-
mer holidays ... 

A. ... Now, I go to the local pool in my city on a regular basis. 

B ... .1 learned by trial and error. 

e. ... My parents wouldn't let me try because they said I was too young. I've never had an 

opportunity since, which is a shamel 

D .... 1 played it every day for a couple of hours, through 2nd and 3rd grade. 

E. ...He had quite a talent for artistic things. He used to practise calligraphy in the local park 

several times a week. 
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Language step 2 Saying Who Taught You 
Let's have a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, mention the person who 
taught them to do something. 

I Alice .. .l was taught to ride by my uncle ... 

l David ... We were taught by ... a semi-professional swimmer. 

Notice how Alice and David use the simple structure I was taught (to do X) by + the 
person to say who taught them and some information about them. This is a simple language 
step, but it's important you get it right. 

Look at these other examples: 
[ was taught to knit by my auntie ... 
I was taught to ride a motorbike by my uncle'sfriend ... 
[ was taught to cook by my grandmother ... 
1 was taught to write by myja.ther ... 
[ was taught to play football by an elder boy who lived in my street ... 

You can also use I learned (how) to do X from + the person to say who taught you. 
I learned (how) to play the violinfrom Mr. Cbevins , my teacher. 
[ learned (how) to sprintfrom my bestfriend, Ben Johnson. 
I can use spreadsheets well. [learned (how) to Lise themfrom my dad. 
I love to make short films with a video camera. [learned (how) to use itfrom myfriend, 

Yorick. 

Language step 3 Non-defining Relative Clauses and Adjectives of Personality 

Let's take a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use non-defining relative 
clauses and adjectives of personality. 

Alice .. .I was taught to ride by my uncle, who was incredibly encouraging but quite 
strict.. . 

David ... We were taught by a really friend(y and supportive man, who was a semi-profes
sional swimmer. 

Notice how after naming the person who taught them, Alice and David go on to say what 
their personality was like. 
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Look at the following useful adjectives of personality: 

caring 
supportive 
encouraging 
kind 
understanding 
talented 
firm 
patient/ impatient 
strict 
aggressive 

Part One 

These adjectives of personality can also be combined with non-defining relative clauses. 
A non-defining relative clause provides extra information about the person you are talking 
about, and takes the form who + extra information (for more about relative clauses, see 
Part Two, Person Monologue Stage 1). 

There are two ways to use non-defining relative clauses: 

part of sentence, non -defining relative clause, part of sentence 
My mother, who was afantastic coolt, taught me how to make bread. 

sentence, non-defining relative clause 
I was taught to make bread by my mother, who was afantastic cook, 

Look at these other examples of sentences combining adjectives of personality and non-
defining relative clauses: 

I was taught by my brother, who was very impatient. 
I was taught by a neighbour, who was particularly kind and u.nderstanding. 
When I was young, my friend Daniel, who was firm butfair, taught me how to play tennis. 
I learned to play cricket from Mr. Philips, who was quite an aggressive and quic/ttempered 

teacher. 

dJ Exercise 11.2: Error Correction & Matching 
Each of the sentences 1-5 has one mistake. Identify and correct the mistakes, then match the 
sentences to their counterparts A-E. 

1. I learned English by two really good teachers in middle school... 

2. I learned to use spreadsheets from trial and error. I was not taught by anyone ... 
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3. I was learned how to sing from a friend of my mother, ... 

4. I first learn to write characters by my father, ... 

5. I taught how to do Web design by using an online tutorial and going through each section 
every day on my own ... 

A. ... who was a friendly, creative woman. 
B ... .I got to grips with them pretty fast, because I'm quite good at anything related to 

mathematics. 
C. ... They were both very patient and kind. 
D .... who was an excellent calligrapher and an understanding, encouraging teacher. 
E ... .It took a while to get the hang of, but it was an interesting way to learn. 

Extra language point Phrases to Express Freedom & Constraints 

It's good to use expressions to say why you did or did not learn to do things in your life. Look 
at these examples and think how you could use such phrases yourself: 

I was lucky because my parents gave me the chance to + activity. 

I was very fortunate that I had the opportunity to + activity. 

It's a shame I did not have enough time to + activity. 

It's unfortunate I could not do + activity, because my parents couldn't afford it. 

I wish I had had more ambition ana patience when I was younger, then I might have 
learned to do + activity. 
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Formula 12 

How has X changed? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for How has X changed? type questions. 

How have shops changed in your city in the last five years? 
How has your hometown changed in recent years? 
How have restaurants in your country changed since you were young? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you How has X changed? type questions, you must: 

Language steps 

1. Use the present perfect tense. 
Since I was young, my town has changed in a lot of ways. 

2. Control other simple tenses like past and present. 
My town was small. Now it is quite big. 
The streets used to be quiet. Now they are very noisy. 

3. Use comparative adjectives. 
The streets are wider and the traffic is heavier than before. 
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Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers below more thoroughly. 

describing bui~dings which are low, My town is fairly small and old. 

low-rise adjective 
usually just one or two stories There aren't any skyscrapers or 

high-rise buildings; all the buildings 
are low-rise houses and apartments. 

having a small distance from one The street was s,o narrow that 
narrow adjective side to the other, especially in Arnold could not drive his big 

comparison with the length lorry down it. 

to take the place of something, or to They've taken down the old stone 
replace verb put something or somebody in the bridge and replaced it with a 

place of something or somebody else stronger iron bridge. 

the buildings and equipment There are lots of sports, shopping 
facilities noun provided at a certain place for a and medical facilities in my 

particular purpose neighbourhood. 

a small place where one can sit and There are a lot of cheap eateries 
eatery noun eat, usually a more simple place than near the drum tower with excellent 

a restaurant local food. 

attractive and stylish The restaurant they chose for the 
elegant adjective wedding was so elegant - the style 

and decoration was so wonderful! 

lacking in local warmth or Big expensive hotels are often quite 
impersonal adjective individuality cold impersonal compared to small 

family-run guest houses. 

Model answers 
Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 
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Part One 

Language step 1 The Present Perfect 

Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the present perfect tense. 

Alice I'm from Ho Chi Minh City and it bas certainly changed a lot in recent years. Not 
so long ago, there were lots more low-rise buildings and narrow streets; now the 
local government has replaced them with tall apartment buildings ... They have 
also put a lot more parks in the city and have planted thousands of trees ... 

David ... Restaurants and eateries have changed a great deal since I was young; .. 

Notice that Alice and David use the present perfect accurately to talk about changes that 
have happened. 

Remember that the structure of the present perfect is: have / has + past participle 
She has invested lots of money in a KTV bar. 
The government has spent lots of money on public transport recently. 
The traffic situation bas become a lot worse in the last few years. 

IdJ Exercise 12.1: Sentence Completion 
Complete the sentences below by writing the present perfect forms of the verbs in brackets. 

1. In recent years, people (cut) down a lot of trees in the Brazilian jungle. 

2. Cleaner streets, nicer buildings and better transport 

this city in the past couple of years. 

(bring) a lot of tourists to 

3. This week, the authorities ____ (fight) to restore law and order to the city with great 

success. 

4. My university campus (undergo) a lot of changes in the past few years. 

5. My parents (spend) a considerable amount of money fitting a new kitchen and 

bathroom in our home. 

6. In recent years, fashion (become) much more interesting and stylish. 
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Language step 2 The Past Simple & Present Simple 
Let's look at how the two lELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the past simple and present 
simple tenses. 

Alice ... Not so long ago, there were lots more low-rise buildings and narrow streets 
... The streets are now much wider than before ... the city is more beautiful. 

David ... Restaurants and eateries have changed a great deal since I was young. When 
I was a kid, nearly all restaurants in our city were cheap ... Now, however, a wide 
range of Vietnamese and many international restaurants line every street. These 
are a lot cleaner and more elegant than the small eateries ... 

Alice and David use the past simple and present simple accurately to talk about changes. 
This may seem like a very simple language point, but many students get a low score on the 
test for making basic mistakes with these tenses. 

Look at some example sentences that use these tenses to talk about changes: 

My town was small; now it is quite big. 
The streets used to be very quiet; now they are noisy. 
The shops sold poor-quality clothes; now they sell the latest designer fashions. 
Before many people ate at small eateries or night markets, but now people choose more 

expensive restaurants. 

ldJ Exercise 12.2: Sentence Completion 
Complete the sentences below by writing the correct forms of the verbs (the present simple 
or past simple) in brackets. 

1. When I was a child, everyone in my area of town had to shower in communal bathrooms in 

the street. Now, however, most people (be) wealthy enough to have their own, 

modern bathrooms. 

2. Before, many people (go) to small shops or markets to buy groceries. In recent 

years, big supermarkets have become very popular. 

3. In the past, the suburbs (not look) very attractive. Now, because the govern-

ment has planted lots of trees and plants, the area (look) very pleasant. 

4. In the past, it _ _ _ (cost) a lot of money to buy aeroplane tickets, but recently prices 

have gone down and air travel is more 'accessible to everyone. 

5. Many years ago, music was very different compared to now. In the past, people ___ _ 

(play) traditional instruments and (enjoy) singing together in parks and 
gardens. 
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Part One 

Language step 3 Comparative Adjectives 
Let's take a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the comparative 
adjectives. 

Alice ... now the local government has replaced them with tall apartment buildings with 
better facilities ... The streets are now much wider than before. They have also put 
a lot more parks in the city and have planted thousands of trees in the streets, so 
the city is more beautiful. 

David ... These are a lot cleaner and more elegan.t than the small eateries, but sadly are 
more impersonal and much more expensive! 

Notice how Alice and David use a lot of comparatives to explain how their cities have 
changed and to express whether those changes are good or bad. 

This is a very important part of your answer, so now let's review comparatives. 

Comparative adjectives 

We add -er at the end of the adjective, or we add more before the adjective. 

To form the comparative of an adjective, you should: 

add -er if the adjective is one syllable long. 
add -ier if the adjective is two syllables long and ends in -yo 
add more before the adjective if it is two or more syllables long. 

Look at the table to refresh your memory. 

cheap cheaper easy easier expensive more expensive 
large larger heavy heavier comfortable more comfortable 
fast faster pretty prettier fashionable more fashionable 
slow slower ugly uglier useful more useful 

Comparative structure 

In comparing the past to the present, it is also useful to remember this structure: 

X + is/are + comparative adjective + than + time in the past 
My city is prettier than it was ten years ago. 
The university library is much better stocked now than it was before. 
The city is a lot greener tba ll it was when I was a child. 
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IdJExercise 12.3: Gap Fill 
Write the correct adjectives in the correct comparative forms to complete the sentences . 

• 

1. The food is so much and much than here in the capital - I really 

don't like the expensive food here. 

2. Since they built the high-speed train, I can travel home to see my parents on weekends very 

easily. It's about five times than the older train. 

3. People are, in general, a lot today than they were years ago. I think it's because 

they have more money and enjoy buying nice clothes. 

4. The downside of all this development is that the gap between the rich and the poor is getting 

much 

5. As a result of all this rapid, sudden growth, food is considerably than it was five 

years ago. 
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Formula 13 

How would you improve X? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for How would you improve X? type questions. 

How would you improve your apartment? 
How 'would you change the place where you study to make it better? 
If you could, how would you improve your university / workplace? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you How would you improve X? type questions, you must: 

Language steps • 

1. Use changing X phrases to talk about changes you would like to make. 
I would improve my apartment by buying new furniture. 
I suggest that they makt it better by employing more cleaners. 

2. Use the "would have something done" passive to talk about things you'd get 
professionals / other people to do for you to improve X. 

I would have the walls painted a new colour. 

3. Use comparatives of convenience to speculate about how these changes would make 
X better. 

Having a bigger bed would be more conifortable. 

Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on page 99 more thoroughly. 
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crowded adjective 
having a lot of people or I hate travelling to work by subway in the 
things morning - it's always far too crowded! 

stuff noun 
colloquial expression for There's too much stuff in my house. I need 
"things" to have a big tidy-up soon. 

to keep an eye on; to keep I must keep track of my things better. I nearly 
keep track of informed about; to not lose always lose things because I am not organ-

something ised enough. 

untidy; badly organised; His bedroom is messy, his hair is messy 
messy adjective unpresentable and his clothes are scruffy. He should care 

more about his appearance. 

describing a place where there Our dorm.itory has six people in such a small 

cramped adjective 
is too little space, and too place. It is so cramped nobody has any per-
many things occupying that sonal space. 
space; very crowded 

adjective 
comfortable and pleasant, He has a comfortable sofa and some attract-

cosy 
often wann ive wall paintings. His flat is very cosy. 

to throw something out, or I finally got rid of the old, ugly couch. I gave 
get rid of give something away that you it to Caroline. 

don't want anymore 

untidy; messy; unkempt; I don't like people who wear scruffy clothes 

scruffy adjective 
unpresentable and have scruffy hair - people should take 

care of their appearance and how it affects 
others. 

in bad condition because no The zoo is really run-down. It looks like 
run-down adjective one has spent money on nobody has looked after the buildings for 

repairs years and years. 

up-keep verb 
to look after; to keep in good Recently the authorities have spent quite a 
condition; to maintain lot of money on up-keeping old buildings. 

a person whose job is to care The caretaker at my school didn't like me 

caretaker noun 
for and maintain a building, and my friends because we would always 
usually a school or a large make a mess in the classrooms and draw on 
building the walls of the toilet. 

to update; to make more They are modernising the entire city centre -
modernise verb modern building new buildings and improving the 

roads. 

98 www.nhantriviet.com 



Part One 

Model answers 
Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 

Language step 1 Changing X Phrases 
Let's have a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the changing X 
phrases. 

Alice To start with, the place I'm living in now is quite small and crowded ... Se, firstly, 
I would mal& more space by getting rig of some of my things ... 

David My university campus is quite scruffy and run-down. I suggc t t:he authorities im 
prove it by spending more money on up-keeping the grounds and moderni ing the 
classrooms ... 

Notice how both Alice and David start by identifying the problem, then go on to use the 
structure improve X + by + verb-ing/ make X + comparative + by + verb-ing to talk about 
changes they would make or they suggest others make. 

For changes you would make 

would improve X + by + verb-ing / would make X + comparative + by + verb-ing 
I would improve my bedroom by putting posters on the walls. 
I would mal?f my living room cosier by buying a new sofa. 
I would improve my flat by getting a new wardrobe. 

www.nhantriviet.colTl 99 



For changes you suggest others make 

suggest someone improve X + by + verb-ing / suggest someone make X + comparative + 
by + verb-ing 

I suggest the government improve the air quality by restricting the amount of cars in the city. 
I suggest the school authorities improve security by building a wall around the playground. 
I suggest they mal?t the city more attractive by planting more trees and flowerbeds. 

IdJ Exercise 13.1: Matching 
Match the sentence halves. 

1. I would improve my area of my office by ... 

2. I suggest that they make classrooms more comfortable for students by ... 
3. I would make my flat cosier by ... 
4. I suggest they improve the public transport system by ... 

5. I would make our canteen better by ... 

A. ... building a few more subway lines. 
B .... suggesting they vary the menu more. 

C. .. .investing in a more comfortable couch and redecorating it. 
D .... cleaning up some of the mess and being more organised. 

E .... fitting new modern desks and installing new heaters. 

Language step 2 The "Would Have Something Done" Passive 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the structure would have 
something done. 

Alice .. .I would have the windows made bigger and lighter curtains made andfitted ... 

David .. .IfI were in authority, I would have new classrooms built, I would have the sports 
fadli ties repaired ... 

Notice how Alice and David use the structure would have + something + past participle 
to talk about what they would get others to do. 

First look at the difference between the active (what you would do) and the passive (what 
you would get others to do): 

100 

I would ma/~~ the windows bigger. = I would do it myself. 
I would have the windows made bigger. = I would get someone else to come and do it for 

me. 
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Part One 

Look at these further examples of the passive: 
I would have a new kitchen installed. 
I would have the walls painted different colours. 
I would have my motorbikefixed. 
I would have a brand-new bathfitted. 

IdJ Exercise 13.2: Error Correction 

Some of the sentences below are incorrect, some are correct. Identify the incorrect sentences 
and write the correct sentences following the rules above. 

1. To make my daily routine a bit more interesting, I would do some kind of sporting activity 
in the evenings. 

2. To make my living room more homely, I put a bookshelf in the corner and some plants. 

3. To make the kitchen better, I would get rid of the old units and have a totally new, mod

ern kitchen install. 

4. To make my house look more cheerful, I paint the walls of my living room a brighter colour. 

5. To let more light in my house and create more space, I has the balcony extended. 

Language step 3 Comparatives of Convenience 

Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the comparatives of 
convenience. 

Alice ... Then my flat would be much cosier. 

David .. . Having a more modern campus would make life more pleasant for us, and the 
place more appealing to visitors. 

To say how the changes you propose would make life better, you should use the follow
ing structures: 

... then X would be + comparative 
... then my university campus would be warmer. 
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... then my dorm would be more attractive . 

... then life would be more convenient . 

.. .then my living room would be more comfo rtable. 

doing X /having X done + would make (something /place) + comparative 

Having a carpetfitted would mal{~ my room more beautiful and warmer. 
Putting up a few pictures on the wall would mal{~ my dorm more attractive. 
Installing a new kitchen would ma/~ life more convenient for me. 
Buying a new sofa would ma/~ my living room much more comfortable. 

I(jJ Exercise 13.3: Gap Fill 
Write the words and phrases below in the correct spaces. 

1. 

2. 
a new heater would make my room considerably 

up some pictures and tidying up a bit would make our flat much 

3. Getting a larger memory for my computer it more and faster. 
4. We should spend more money on urban planning. Then our city would be much __ _ 

to get around. 

5. a car would make those picturesque countryside towns in the mountains much 

more accessible. 
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Formula 14 

How important is X? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for How important is X? type questions. 

How important is art in life? 
How important is music for people in your country? 
How important is physical exercise? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you How important is X? type questions, you must: 

Language steps 

l. Use words and expressions to express degrees of importance. 

Part One 

Music is especially important in today's society, but I don't think art is very important. 

2. Use positive expressions. 
It is essentialfor all children to learn to draw. 
It is very bentificial to do exercise. 

3. Use adje~tives of positive and negat!ve feeling to aescribe feelings about art and 
culture. 

I find art and music really inspiring and stimulating. 
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Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers below more thoroughly. 

a three-dimensional work of art I like modern sculptures. Though they are 

sculpture noun 
- usually a statue or a figure sometimes slightly strange and it is hard 

to see what they represent, I find looking 
at three-dimensional shapes interesting. 

the character or design style of a I love 18th century architecture. In fact, I 
architecture noun building love most old building styles - they look 

so elegant. 

earn verb 
to obtain money, payment for John earns a lot of money. He has three 
working jobs and simply doesn't stop working. 

to fill somebody with excitement, I am really inspired by all types of art -
inspire verb and make them interested in art makes me think about life, philosophy 

something and beauty in a passionate way. 

to think about something When I visit museums and see all the 
reflect on de~ply or in a deeper way than ancient collections, I start to reflect on 

usual the importance of history in life. 

contemporary adjective 
coming from the present day, James Cameron is a contemporary movie 
not the past director with a unique style. 

Model answers 
Read the model answers from the two lELTS candidates, Alice and David. 
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Part One 

Language step I Expressing Degrees of Importance 

Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, express degrees of importance. 

Alice I think art is exceedingly important in life ... 

David Well, it really depends on the types of people you are talking about. In general, 
music is especially important for young people ... 

Rather than saying art is important and music is important, Alice and David use differ
ent adverbs of degree to say how important art I music is. Look at the following ways to 
express different degrees of importance: 

Moderately important 
Art isJairly important in life. 
ra some extent art is important. 
Art is important to a point, but ... 

Very important 
Mathematics is considerably important. 
Learning to swim is incredibly important. 
Eating fresh fruit and vegetables is velY important. 
I think that art is very important in life. 
I don't think art is terribly important for young people. 
Art is especially /particularly important in today's society. 

Note: With especially important and particularly important, we can use for or in in the 
following ways: 

for + groups Itypes of people 
Art is especially importantJor children . 

in + SOCiety I place I country 
A good education is particularly important in modern society. 

Unimportant 
Following fashion is not important at all. 
Having a camera on mobile phone is completely unimportant. 
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IdtExercise 14.1: Gap Fill 
Write the words and phrases below in the correct spaces. 

1. Physical exercise is important for everyone, but it is _ important for older people. 

If they don't exercise, their bodies will become more and more rigid and unhealthy. 

2. I think it depends. Art is important in life , but I think there are many more 

things that are much more important - like earning money and having a stable life. 

3. I don't think art is important at'all. Art is quite useless and is a luxury, not a need. All forms 
of art, in my opinion, are unimportant in life. 

4. Especially for young children, I think art is important. It can help them learn 

about the world around them, and help them learn about colours and shapes - these are 

vital for children's development. 

5. I think there are many things in life that are more important than art, but I think art is 

important in making the world we live in more beautiful and interesting. 

Language step 2 Positive Expressions 

Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use positive expressions. 

Alice ... art is really fascinating and cdn inspi1-e us to think.more deeply and reflect on life. 

David .. .I believe that some types of music are good Jor belping people calm down and 
relax, and other types are excellentJor en ergising people ... 

Mter stating whether something is important or not, native speakers often say what X is 
important for, what it is good for or what it is useful for. 

Look at these different positive expressions: 

X + is + important for lexcellent for Igood for + verb-ing 
Gardening is importantJor belping people relax. 
Working out in a gym is importantJor k~eping fit. 
Having massages is goodJor belping people calm down. 
Drinking hot milk is excellentJor solving sleep problems. 

X + is + a good way to + verb 
Listening to music is a good way to help people calm down after a stressful day. 
Doing physical exercise is a good way to l{~ep fit and healthy and happy. 
Swimming is an excellent way to release a lot of energy and maintain a good figure. 
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x + helps us Ihelps people Ican help us + (to) verb 
Spending weekends out in the countryside helps us (to) wind down. 
Taking part in team quizzes can help people sharpen. their minds. 
Lifting weights can help us develop strong muscles. 

IdJ Exercise 14.2: Gap Fill 

Write the words and expressions below in the correct spaces. 

1. Running regularly is to stay slim and strong. 

2. Playing team sports is important children to learn to work together. 

Part One 

3. Doing individual sports like in the country . us to relax the mind 

and keep the body in good shape. 

4. All forms of physical exercise are maintaining a healthy heart. 

5. Painting is an to improve our hand-eye co-ordination and creative abilities. 

6. I think reading is fairly important in life. Reading to increase our vocabulary 

and general knowledge. 

Language step 3 Adjectives of Positive & Negative Feeling 

Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use adjeCtives of positive and 
negative feeling. 

Alice ... art is really fascinating ... 

David ... Going to live concerts, for example, can be a really stimulatin.g experience. 

It's good to complete your answer with just one or two adjectives of positive or negative 
feeling to explain why you think X is important or not. 

Look at the following native speaker adjectives of positive and negative feeling: 

inspiring 
creative 
beneficial 
philosophical 
enriching 
educational 
expressive 
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pretentious 
tedious 
frivolous 

Here are some examples in context: 

adjectives of positive feeling 
Art is so inspiring. 
Visiting art galleries is very enriching. 
Learning to play musical instruments is educational and creative. 
Painting and drawing can teach children to be more expressive. 

adjectives of negative feeling 
Most art is also very pretentious. 
I think history is a tedious subject. 
Learning about modern art in school is fr ivolous and unnecessary. 
For me, drama is a pathetic activity that is incredibly wasteful of school time. 

rdJ Exercise 14.3: Matching 
Match the adjectives of positive and negative feeling on the left with their definitions on 
the right. 

1. inspiring 

2. creative 

3. beneficial 

4. philosophical 

5. enriching 

6. educational 

7. expressive 

8. pretentious 

9. tedious 
10. frivolous 

108 

A. very boring and repetitive 
B. describing something or somebody that is an unnecessary waste of 

time or money 
C. good, at imagining new things and thinking about life in a deeper, 

perhaps more interesting manner 
D. open about expressing feelings and emotions, passions and ideas in 

a way that inspires other people 
E. relating to philosophy; thinking on a deeper level about life 
F. describing something that teaches you something' interesting or 

useful 
G. good for somebody; giving somebody benefits and helping some

body grow and develop positively 
H. finding interesting, fascinating or intriguing in a way which gives 

you a love for life and creativity 
I. , when somebody is trying to look really intelligent by pretending 

to be very deep and "more interesting" than other people in a very 
false way 

]. describing something that gives you a positive and cultural 
experience, or something that enables you to learn and benefit 
from the learning 
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dJExercise 14.4: Matching 
Match the sentence halves. 

1. I think it's great to get involved in adventure sports ... 
2. Going to art galleries and museums with one's partner can be a really ... 
3. It's good to teach children how to paint and draw ... 
4. I find watching films from other countries very inspiring ... 

Part One 

5. Some people feel that teaching things like art, drama or music in schools is frivolous ... 

A. ... All kids should learn creative skills from an early age. 
B ... .It's a great way to get to know different cultures and their ways of expressing themselves. 
C. ... They feel that more serious academic subjects are more important for getting ahead in a 

future career. 
D .... They are really exciting and stimulating. 
E .... enriching experience, and educational as well as a little romantic I 
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Formula 15 

What do you want /hope to do 
(in the future)? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for What do you want Ihope to do (in the future)? 
type questions. 

Do you hope to do the same job in the future? 
What do you want to do when you finish university? 
'What kind of job would you like to do when you finish your studies? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you What do you want Ihope to do (in the future )? type questions, 
you must: 

Language steps 

1. Use hope and would like like a native. 
This is something I really hope to do. 
I wou ld 1iI<~ to be a really successful businesswoman. 

2. Use future ambition phrases to say what you want to achieve. 
r would lil~ to achieve this ambitiol1 because it would be 'so rewarding! 
If r succeeded in doing this, I would gain an enormous sense of security. 

3. Use the first conditional accurately. 
If I work,really hard and save up enough money, I will go to Europe and get a master's. 
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Part One 

Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on the next page more thoroughly. 

Nativc 
Spcakcr W ore\ 

NGO 
(non-governmental 
organisation) , 

purpose 

competitive 

rewarding 

challenging 

volunteer 

stable 

a great sense of 
+ noun 

strive 
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noun 

adjective 

adjective 

adjective 

verb / 
noun 

adjective 

verb 

Dcfinition 

organisation created 
bldependentofany 

an aim, an objective or a goal 
which gives life meaning 

involving competition or the 
desire to do better than other 
people in the field 

giving you satisfaction, 
pleasure, or profit 

describing something that is 
difficult in a way that tests 
your intelligence, your ability 
or your determination 

to do la person,who does some-
thing, especially to help other 
people, willingly and without 
being forced or paid to do it 

firmly fixed, reliable or not 
likely to move Of change 

experiencing a positive feeling 

to struggle hard for something; 
to make a real effort to achieve 
something 

The WWF, which stands for "the 
World Wildlife Fund", is a well-
known NGO that helps to protect 
wild animals all over the world. 

I want to achieve sC!jmethillg very 
special in my life. I want my life to 
have a real purpose. 

Acting is very competitive - you've 
got to really push yourself if you 
want to succeed because there're lots , 
of actors but not many acting jobs. 

Helping the homeless people was a 
very rewarding experience for Janet. 

Living through those hard times was 
challenging for us all. 

I want to volunte,er to work in an 
orphanage during the summer 
holidays. 

I don't like these modern relation-
ships when people avoid commit-
ment. I need a traditional stable 
marriage. 

Working with children gives me a 
gre~t sense of pleasure and happiness. 

If you want to b.ecome a top athlete, 
you have to strive incredibly hard to 
succeed. 
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Model answers 
Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 

Language step 1 Hope & Would Like 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use hope and would like. 

Alice What I really hope to do is work for an NGO here in HCMC. I would likf to find 
a purpose in life ... 

David What I'd reall¥ li/{(! to do in the future is pretty simple: I'd li~ to find a good 
job .. .! bope to be able to afford a nice apartment... 

There are different ways we can use hope to talk about the future: 

I hope to be able to + verb 
I hope to be able to go abroad after my studies. 
I hope to be able to war/tin an international hospital. 

I hope I can + verb 
I bope I can pass my driving test. 
I hope I can convince my parents to buy me a car. 

What I really hope to do is + verb 
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What 1 really bope to do 'is travel around the world. 
Wbat I really hope to do is learn to speak Greek. 
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Part One 

You'll notice that Alice and David also use I would like to, which is used in the following 
way: 

I would like to + verb 
I would liks! to marry the girl I met in the cake shop. 
I'd l iI~ to become the best pool player in Asia. 

You can also use these two useful phrases: 
I would li~ (to have) the opportunity to study overseas. 
I would lil{~ (to have) the chance to fly an aeroplane. 
I hope to have thefortune to be able to go to Australia. 
I hope to have the chance to go diving in Thailand. 

IdJ Exercise 15.1: Error Correction 
Some of the sentences below are incorrect, some are correct. Identify the incorrect sentences 
and write the correct sentences in the spaces provided. 

1. In the future I would really like travel in the desert. 

2. When I finish the university, I hope to volunteer for a year for the Red Cross. 

3. What I really like to do when I am older is live in a wooden house in California. 

4. I hope have the opportunity to go fishing in lake Tanzania. 

5. What I'd really like to do learn another foreign language. 

Language step 2 Future Ambition Phrases 
Let's have a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the future ambition 
phrases. 

Alice What I really hope to do is work for an NGO here in HeMe. I would li~ tofind a 
purpose in life ... 

David What I'd really li~ to do in thefuture is pretty simple: I'd Ii~ tofind a goodjob .. .I 
hope to be able to afford a nice apartment ... 
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It's always useful to learn a few phrases to talk about future ambitions and why you want 
to achieve them. 

When talking about future ambitions, native speakers will often use common colloca-
tions (words that almost always go together when native speakers talk) such as the following: 

to achieve an ambition 
to fulfIl a,dream 
to succeed in doing something 
to manage to do something 

Now look at these collocations in the context of the following future ambition 'phrases: 

I would 1iI{~ to achieve this ambition because it would be so rewarding. 
I'd love to fulfil tbis dream because it would give me a great sense of achievement. 
It's my dream to succeed in learning Japanese. 
I would love to ma.nage to get into art college. 

You can use these phrases after almost any ambition you mention to tell the examiner 
what you want to do. 

dJ Exercise 15.2: Gap Fill 
Write the words below in the correct spaces. 

1. I would love to to get into the university basketball team. 

2. It would be amazing to fulfil this lifelong 

3. I really want to in doing this. It would make me so proud. 

4. I am pretty confident that I can achieve my by working hard. 

Language step 3 The First Conditional 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the first conditional. 

Alice ... if I work, really hard and save up enough money, then I will gv to Europe and 
get a master's. 

David ... ifI strive hard, I think I can achieve this in less than 10 years. 

We use the first conditional to talk about things that will possibly come true in the future if 
we make sure we do certain things. Remind yourself of the structure of the first conditional: 
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if + present simple + will + verb 
if l wor/thard, then 1 will be top of the class. 
If l train every day, then 1 will become the best player in the team. 
if l makt sure 1 have the discipline to study more, 1 will pass the exam. 
if l party too much, then 1 will certainly anger my parents. 

Don't forget there are two possible orders: 

if + present simple + will + verb 
If l save enough money, 1 will travel abroad. 
Jf l give my friend enough help, he will overcome this difficulty. 

will + verb + if + present simple 
1 will travel abroad ifl save enough money. 
1 will win the race ifl train as hard as 1 can. 

IdJ Exercise 15.3: Sentence Completion 

Part One 

Think about four things you are sure you will achieve if you fulfil certain conditions. Write 
full first conditional sentences using the phrases below to help you. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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Formula 16 

Do people do / get enough X? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for Do people do / get enough X? type questions. 

Do people today do enough physical exercise? 
Do children do enough sports in school? 
Do people in your country do enough creative activities in school? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you Do people do / get enough X? type questions, you must: 

Language steps 

1. Use opinion phrases. 
1 believe that many people in my country are very hardworking. 
In my opinion, people don't get enough holidays. 

2. Use expressions for quantities and types of people. 
Nowadays nearly all students have access to at least one computer. 
Most bosses get paid far too much. 

3. Use expressions for suggesting or advising. 
It's a good idea to learn more languages in school. 
Everyone. sh~tlld get paid more. 

Native speaker words 

Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for an~wering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on the next page more thoroughly. 
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Native 
Speaker Word 

the majority 

couchpo~to 

cultivate 

day off 

vacation 

break 

holiday 

frame df mind 

verb 

noun 

noun 

noun 

Model answers 

the larger number'or pan of 
something 

'somebody who sits on a sofa aU 
day and watches television and 
is v:ery lazy , 

to try to develop and improve 
something 

a d~y without work; a day 
when you do not have to go 
intowotk 

US: a period of one week or 
more when you travel to an-
other place to have ~ break 
and enjoy yourself 

a time off work, ,ar a short time 
to relax, sometimes, used to 
describe ~ small holiday, , 

UK: a period of time, a' day off, 
or a trip you go on for a week 
or more 

I 

mood, attitude, approach to 
something 

Part One 

The' majority of people fn my office drink 
tea. 

John is a real couch potato. He gets no ,ex-
ercise at all. He sits down all day' long and 
never leaves the TV. 

It's important that we cultivate good man-
ners so we know how to behave in social 
situations. 

I 

Everyone was given a day off to celebrate 
Wom~n's Day. 

I spent my summer vacation in Florida, on 
the beach. It was wonderful. 

We haed a short bveak bom school when 
they were making reno:vations to the west 
wing - those two free days were marvelous. 

I don't know why, but the UK doesn't have 
a National Day like many other cOl!lntries. 
I think' we should, ,and it'd be nice to have 
this holiday. 

I'm, not ip the frame of mind to work today. 
I'ea'n't concentrate because I feel a bit sad. 

Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 
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Language step 1 Opinion Phrases 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the opinion phrases. 

Alice Well, in my opinion, people don't get enough exercise... l 
David J believe tha.t they get too many holidays.. . . 

--
It's very easy to learn a variety of different ways to express your opinion when asked a 

question. Look at these examples: 

I think, that a large percentage of people over 30 don't exercise enough. 
J feel that people should do more to help others in society. 
I strongly believe that team sports like basketball teach people to work together. 
J am quite convinced tha.t the majority of people would enjoy playing hockey if they just 

gave it a chance. 
'the way I see it, sports should be compulsory for elementary school students. 
In my opinion, most children naturally enjoy physical exercise. 

ldJ Exercise 16.1: Gap Fill 
Write the words below in the correct spaces. 

1. I too many people nowadays don't exercise enough. In my , it would 

help most people to join a neighbourhood sports team to play football or basketball a couple 

of times a week. 

2. Most people will complain of stress, but I'm 

played some sports, it would help enormously. 
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that if they just got out more and 
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Part One 

3. The I see it, it would be beneficial for companies to organise sports teams 
and outings for their employees. I strongly that it would increase employee 

efficiency. 

Language step 2 Qyantities & Types of People 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the expressions for quan
tities and types of people. 

Alice .. . 1"he majority of people, especially middle-class people nowadays, are real couch 
potatoes ... 

David .. Most students have a long summer vacation ... Because of this, a vast amount of 
students forget a lot of what they've learned .. . 

For native speakers, it's not very good to make absolute statements like All people like ... 
or Everyone in Western countries thinks ... This doesn't sound very clever and can some
times be rude. Even in one country or one culture, many people have different ways of life 
and different opinions. 

You should use expressions for quantities of people and types of people to qualify your 
statements so that they are not so generalised. 

You can use these expressions for quantities of people: 

most 
the majority of 
a large percentage of 
nearly all 
a vast amount of 
few 
hardly any 
not many 
a minority of 
only some 

You can combine them with the expressions for types of people to say which people in 
society usually do something or believe something. 

young people / the younger generation / teenagers / adolescents 
old people / the elderly / the older generation 
office workers/business people/white-collar workers 
the working classes / middle classes / very wealthy people 
unemployed people/the poor/homeless people 
young kids/ schoolchildren/ university students/ graduate students 
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Look at some examples of how quantities and types of people words can be combined 
together: 

Most young people can play at least one sport. 
The m.ajority of elderly people enjoy board games. 
A large percentage of the population smokes too much. 
Nearly all university students get far too much homework. 
A vast amount of business people don't get enough free time. 
A tremendous am.ount of young girls care too much about fashion. 

tdJ Exercise 16.2: Matching 
Match the expressions for quantities and types of people on the left with the words and 
phrases that have the same meanings on the right. 

1. a large percentage of 
2. a minority of 

3. children 

4. few 

5. office workers 
6. teenagers 
7. the elderly 
8. the majority of 

tdJ Exercise 16.3: Sentence Completion 

A. young people 

B. white-collar workers 

C. the older generation 
D.only some 

E. most 

F. kids 
G. hardly any 
H. a vast amount of 

Complete the sentences below according to your opinions or impressions about different 
types of people in your society. 

1. A tremendous amount of young people don't get enough 

2. In my country, elderly people, in general, like to 

3. A large percentage of famous people don't get 

4. Nearly all students are given far too much 

5. The majority of parents today don't give their sons and daughters enough 

Language step 3 Suggesting & Advising Expressions 
Let's have a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the suggesting and 
advising expressions. 

r 
Alice 

David 
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.. .If children are to grow up to be healthy adults, they should learn how to take l 
care of themselves ... 

.. .It would be good if the holidays were a bit shorter. 
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Part One 

When you've given your opinion and supported it, you should suggest what you'd do to 
improve the situation. Alice states her disapproval of couch potatoes, then goes on to say 
how children should learn to take care of themselves so they don't end up like this when 
they are old. Similarly, David, after saying he believes the holidays to be too long, suggests 
that it would be good if the holidays were shortened. 

Here's a summary of ways you can suggest improvements: 

should I shouldn't + verb 
To get really good at football, you should practise every day. 

ought to lought not to + verb 
You really ought to see a doctor if you feel that ill. 

it would be good if lit wouldn't be good if 
It would be good if everyone learned to play baseball when they were young. 

it's a good idea to lit's not a good idea to + verb 
It's not a good idea to run outside in the winter. You'll catch a cold. 

it would help to + verb 
It would help to train a little bit every day if you want to run a marathon. 

the best thing to do to + improvement phrase + would belis to + verb 
The best thing to do to improve creativity in schools would be to introduce art classes in the 

early years of elementary school. 

I(jJ Exercise 16.4: Gap Fill 
Write the words and expressions below in the correct spaces. 

to join a sports team, even if it's just for fun. 1. Everyone 

2. to do to make sure people get more holidays is to put pressure on companies to 

abide by the labour laws. 

3. It good if students learned how to swim competitively at a young age. Kids 

don't get enough chances to do this nowadays. 

4. Many people don't pay enough attention to what the professionals say. You 

consider hiring a personal trainer if you want to lift weights. 

S. It's not a to over-exercise. Some people exert themselves too much. 

6. everyone used public transport instead of driving. Too much traffic clogs the 

roads and pollutes the air. 
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Formula 17 

How can people find out about X? 

Aims 
In this lesson you'll master the Formula for How can people find out about X? type 
questions. 

How can people find out about what's going on in the world? 
How do people obtain information about local events in your city? 
How can you stay up to date with the national news where you live? 

The formula 
When the examiner asks you How can people find out about X? type questions, you must: 

Language steps 

1. Use types of media words and phrases. 
You can buy newspapers and magazines at newsstands around my town. 

2. Use finding out information expressions. 
I sUlfthe Internet to stay up to date witb what's going on. 

3. Use words to express trust and mistrust of information. 
It is a well-respected source of information. 

Native speaker words 
Let's learn some native speaker words which are useful for answering this type of question. 
These words can also help you understand the model answers on the next page more thoroughly. 
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Native 
Speaker Word 

·current affairs 

w~n resp~cted aaJective , 

biasedl ,I , , 

~biased 

viewpoint 
t • 

I 

Model answers 

Part One 

what,~e"hapl'ening in the iritel'" Daily newspapers are an excellent way 
national·or nationat 'news at the to stay up to date with current affairs. 
mGment. ' ; 

"ewspapers, television and radio 
of'a nation~ desi~ed to ,reach ' 
theen~re population 

the place whe~e a'con.ce~ play. or 
eyent i$ go~ to take place , " 

lists of events, their dates and 
venues in local magazines 

colloqui~l expression for music ' 
concen (usually a pop or rock 

) 

Some people don't fully trust the mass 
medi'a. Others feel th~t it is the only 
reliable source of information. ' 

I love the Old Theatre in Kemp Town. 
It's a great venue ~or a small ~oncert. 

It's good to chec~ the events listings 
regular~y. There's a lot happening in 
thfs City. ' , 

We saw this great 'gig in the club.'1t 
was a fantastic young band from·Jny 
hometown. 

describmg 'so~ething that a lot The hotel is very well respected. It's got 
of people respeet arid appreciate 'good ~eviews and ' all my friends say the 

service is excellent. 

showlhg an unreasonable like or The newspapers gave a very biased 
dislike for a'person based on 'report o'n the incident - they obviously 

U plers<l!n~ opiniops , wanted toplea~e the president. 

perspectiv,ej point ofviewj way 
oflooking at sQmethb1g; Qpinion 

It's usually not a good idea to talk about 
politics or religion with unfamilial; 
people - everyone has their own opinion, 
and people 'are Fl'equenHy quite sensitive 
a@0ut such viewpoints. 

Read the model answers from the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David. 
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Language step 1 Types of Media 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, describe different types of 
media. 

Alice ... There are newsstands in every major city selling all kinds of magazines and news
papers, which often run interestingfeatures on everything from fashion to inter
national events. But generally, I surf the In.ternet to stay up to date with what's 
going on in the blogs ... 

David ... There's a local City Weekend magazjne, which is full of events listings, advertise
ments and reviews about the latest gigs, claSsical concerts, art exhibitions and the
atre. There's also "dining and drin.l?,ing" listings ... The magazine is both in physical 
form and online ... 

When we talk about media, we are really talking about means of communication in gen
eral. This can be anything from mass media -like newspapers, television and radio - to local 
information, events, news and advertisements. 
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Here's a list of examples: 

newsstands 
newspapers 
advertisements 
features (informative / interesting articles) 
magazines (in physical form / online) 
blogs (online) 
restaurant /bar listings 
reviews (of restaurants /bars / events) 
events listings (of current events) 
current affairs 
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Part One 

rdI Exercise 17.1: Gap Fill 
Write the words below in the correct spaces. 

1. Today, online are a very popular way in which every day people put their news, 

opinions and thoughts out for other people to read. 

2. A lot of free magazines fund themselves by charging businesses to display their 

3. The most convenient places to buy newspapers or magazines are or kiosks on 

street corners. 

4. A lot of "What's On" have of new restaurants and bars to help 

people choose the most suitable places to drink and dine. 

5. I enjoy reading the in magazines for young people. I like the short stories about 

student life, or the articles about how to deal with certain emotional or social problems 
young people may face. 

Language step 2 Finding out Information Expressions 
Let's have a look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the finding out 
information expressions. 

Alice ... generally, I surf the Internet to stay up to date with what's goi'ng on in the blogs ... 

David ... There's also "dining and drinking" listings - excellent for kr:eping track. of the 
latest restaurants ?pening in the city ... 

Here are some useful native speaker expressions to say how and why you get information: 

How 

to surf the Internet 
I usually surf the In.ternet while drinking my morning coffee. 

to browse through magazines Inewspapers Iwebsites 
I've seen a lot of old people in parks, browsing through newspapers on warm sunny 

mornmgs. 

to watch the news reports 
My grandfather always watches the evening news reports . 

to listen to the radio broadcasts 
Every morning on the bus to school, I listen to the radio broadcasts. 
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to find out by word of mouth 
I don't read, watch or listen to the news much, but lfind out a lot from my friends by word 

of mouth. 

Why 

to keep track of 
I believe it's good to l<tep trac/tofwhat's going on in other countries. 

to keep one's finger on the pulse 
I don't like to be ignorant about world news. I l<tep myfinger on the pulse. 

to stay informed about 
Online news is a good way to stay iriformed about what's happening in the world. 

to stay abreast of 
I am too lazy. I don't really care about staying abreast: of current affairs. 

to stay up to date with 
I am not interested in current affairs. I like to stay up to date with the sports news though. 

to stay on top of what's going on 
Taxi drivers often listen to the radio to stay on top qfwhat's going on. 

IdJ Exercise 17.2: Gap Fill & Matching 
Write the words and phrases below in the correct spaces, then match the sentence halves 1-5 
(how you get information) with the sentence halves A-E (why you get information). 

1. I listen to radio on World Service ... 

2. I occasionally the local newspapers to keep ... 

3. I watch on a small TV in my dorm because I like to keep ... 

4. I love to surf the Internet, reading sports 
way to ... 

by fans and experts. It's a great 

5. I am pretty lazy. I don't pay much attention to the news. I 

through ... 

A. ... abreast of current affairs in my province. 
B .... to keep up to date with what's going on in the international news. 
C. ... stay informed about which teams are in the lead. 
D .... word of mouth. 

major news stories 

E .... my finger on the pulse. I hate not knowing what's going on around me! 
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Part One 

Language step 3 Words for Trust and Mistrust 
Let's look at how the two IELTS candidates, Alice and David, use the words for trust and 
mistrust. 

Alice ... Though some bloggers aren't very objective, their opinions are interesting to 
read, and usually offer a different viewpoint to what I read in the mass media. 

David .. .It's a great source of information, the reviews are very unbiased and it is very 
well respected. 

-------.---~ 

Usually, when native speakers talk about the ways in which they find information, they 
will tell each other how much they trust or mistrust that information. 

Here's a list of useful words: 

to express trust 
It's a very objective source of information. 
It's quite unbiased, so I generally believe what I see on that news channel. 
I believe that the information presented there is impartial. 
I trust that newspaper because it is very well respected. 

to express doubt or slight mistrust 
I don't like Internet news, I think it can be very biased. 
It's considerably one-sided in its approach to discussing international affairs. 
It's an untrustworthy publication. 
I find the news channel a little unreliable to be honest. 

IdJ Exercise 17.3: Gap Fill 
Write the words below in the correct spaces. 

1. This blog is so ; the blogger only likes The ~akers, so he always says good things 
about the team - even when they do badly! 

2. In the Internet age, news is hard to find because everyone has their own opin-

ion and writes what they think, not what they can prove. 
3. The newspaper my father reads is very . Nearly everyone agrees that it's a good, 

impartial, trustworthy read. 

4. If I think a news channel or radio station has a reputation for being , then I 
won't pay any attention to it. 

5. Ifwe can't really rely on a source of information, we usually say it's 
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